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INanopaMma [Tpe6uioBana (2009. ronuie) M3Bop: Apxus CH]I , ITpe6umoBIu”

A panorama of village Prebilovci, March 2009
SND Prebilovci Archives




Hema wenol cena IIpubunosuha. Og wela je ocitiano siapuwitie. Yum je go
emera usiopeno oHo ipugeceiiak kyha koje cauurbaeajy HUXoeo ceno,
Y ucitiom flipeHy fioguinu cy ce y oj, camu og cebe, Hosu IIpebunosuhu,
ypHu, Wewku u Mpiisu, u nexce joj y ipyguma u He gajy ga gyboko ygaxe,
a Jsygu ce, FeHU bYgu, YKOAUKO Hucy flobujeHu, Upeiliopunu y pobre u
pacutypunu uo ceeiy.

Pobuwa, o Aumpmh

There is no her village Prebiloviéi. Only burnt-out ruins remained
of it. As soon as the remaining thirty houses that comprised their
village burnt to the ground, that very moment, on the spur of the
moment, the new Prebilovié¢i raised inside her, black, heavy and
dead lying in her chest and preventing her from breathing deep in,
and people, her people, unless they had been slaughtered, became
slaves and dispersed around the world.

Ivo Andri¢ The slave girl



M3 pameHNX IpyAM y KOjuMa JieXKe IPHM, Telll-
Ky v MpTBU IIpebuiosuanm u IIpe6uioBuaHKe,
ca 3rapMIlTa YHUIITEHMX, ClIa/beHNX, HallyIITe-
HVX ¥ HuKaga o6HOBBeHMX Kyha, 13 cTOTHHe 1
CTOTMHe IIPeOMUIOBAYKMX I'Pa PACYTUX LIMPOM
CBeTa, Kpo3 Ballaj, IIPOIOMIJIO Cce IUTakke, Koje je
3ayCTaBMJIO BpUjeMe ¥ IIPOCTOpe, M1Tame, Koje
Hac je CyoumIIo ca HeyMOJbMBIIM MCTOPMjCKIIM 3a-
6opaBuMa, IUTae, KOje je KYLEI0 32 OATOBOPOM:
3naitie nu 8u ige cy IIpebunosyu?.

3uailie au eu ige cy IIpebunosyu? — mmrana
je Cama, [Ipe6unoB4anKa, IOTOMKIERA FHEHUX
Iparnhesuha xojux je, y jesHoMm many, ybujeHo,
Bux 99. Y 150j cy ce, kao y AHnpuhesoj Poburu, 13
IIOHOpPa KPAIlIKJX XePleroBavKMX jaMa, IOLVTIN
VI IIPOTOBOPYA/IY 3aKJIaHN, My4eHM 1 ¥ jaMy OadeHn
Hamy CBeTM HOBOMYYEHMIY NpebuioBadky. V3
IIocTaB/beHO uTame Cama je IpyXKia ¥ OATOBOP:

To je mecilio koje flipeba ga cifioju y3 iomeH JaceHo8ya

A question broke from the traumatized chest
where black, heavy and dead men and women
from Prebilovci lie, from the burnt-out ruins of the
destroyed, burnt, abandoned and never renewed
houses, from hundreds and hundreds of throats
from Prebilovci that are dispersed all around the
world, through a cry, that stopped time and spaces,
the question that faced us with the merciless
historical oblivion, the question that longed for
an answer: Do you know where is Prebilovci?

Do you know where is Prebilovci? Sanja asked,
a woman from Prebilovci, a descendant of her
Dragicevi¢ family who were killed in only one
day, 99 of them. Just as in The Slave girl by Andri¢,
the slaughtered, the tortured and thrown in the
pit our Holy New Martyrs of Prebilovci rose and
spoke up from the depths of the solutional pits
in Herzegovina. Sanja gave the answer, too. It is

a place that must stand in memory together with

u JagoeHa. He 3ailio ga 6ucmo ce XpaHUunU MpicHOM.
Beh 3ailio wilio uciiopuja IIpe6unosaya mopa buinu
losHailia u Towilosand.

Joxme cexxe Haie namherse, MHIVBYUAYAIHO
¥ KOIEeKTVBHO?

Koumyko cy Hac 061mKOBaIe IPoLIIe CTBAPHOC-
TY M Y KOjOj MjepM JX¥Be JaHac y Hama?

Kana mpohere kpy>xuu Tok y YanmuHm u
CKpeHeTe IMjeBo Ka cely, 0CcTaBbajyhu 3a cobom
Mycraj-beros mocT Koju ce of 1517. ropuHe Haz-
BMja HaJ Bperasom, onroBopyu Ha rope IIoCcTaB/beHa
NMTara IOYMEY caMy [a ce HVDKY. M yripaso mok
Iposa3yTe KPIIeBUTUM KpajeBMMa, ca IPBUM
ozfipecIyiMa BaCKPCIOT XpaMa ¥ IPBYUM CjeHKama
BUILEBjeKOBHVX HAATPOOHIIX CIIOMEHNKA, IOCTaje
BaM jacHo rze cy I[Ipe6bunosuy, Tonorpadckm, anm
IIOHAjBUIIIE MIEHTUTETCKY YTKAHN Y HaIIly CBECT.

Maxo mMoXxJa HMUCTe YIO3HATU ca Tparud-
HOM CyAOGMHOM OBOT cesa y nonuuu Hepertse,
Ipubunosuhu, kako AHpuh HasyMBa Ce0, CBjeCHO
MV HeCBjecHO, )X1Be y CBaKOMe Off, Hac.

Tparosu cTpajalHNYKe IPOLILIOCTY IIPOTEXY
ce KalJpMaMa M COKaIyiMa, BUJJ/bMBM CY Ha CBa-
KOM KaMeHY, a CyHIle, II0CeOHO OHO aBI'yCTOBCKO,
HajjacHMje yKasyje Ha Te Tparose.

A TparoBu cy NPpUCYTHU U y /byauma. IIpe-
6unosuanuma u [Ipebunosyankama. ¥ T Tparo-
BJ KOje BUAMIMO KPO3 CBAaKO CJIOBO ¥ I3TOBOPEHY
pujed He3zayCTaB/BMBO HAC LOBOJZeE Y HeIocpe-

IaH CycpeT ca IpOIIIMM BpeMeHuMa. U Ty, y

Jasenovac and Jadovno. Not in order to feed ourselves
with hatred. But because the history of Prebilovci must
be known and respected.

How far does our individual and collective
memory reach?

How much did past realities shape us and to
what extent do they live inside us today?

When you pass the roundabout in Capljina
and turn left towards the village, leaving behind
Mustaj-beg bridge that has been leaning over the
river Bregava since 1517, the answers to the before
asked questions start to line by themselves. And
just as you pass through the craggy landscape,
with the first glares of the resurrected temple
and the first shades of the centuries old grave
stones, you start to realise where Prebiloveci is,
topographically, but even more where it is sewn
in our identity and our conscious.

Even if you are not familiar with the tragic fate
of this village in the valley of the river Neretva,
Prebiloviéi, as Andri¢ had named it, consciously
or unconsciously, lives inside each and every of us.

The traces of the traumatic past spread across
cobblestone roads and alleys, they are seen in
every stone, and the sun, especially that August
one, points on the traces.

And the traces are present in the people as well.
Men and women from Prebilovci. And the traces that
are visible through every letter and spoken word,

unstoppably bring us in direct touch with the past



pasrosopy ca mjemrTanuma [Ipebunosara, cjenehn
Ha KaMeHYy, K0ju UMa 0XUbAK, MCIIPe], IIKOJIe Koja
je ImocBjenounIa HajMOHCTPYO3HMj M 3/I049MHIIMA,
y Gau3uHM jamMa Koje Cy IporyTaie Xubafe CpII-
CKMX JXMBOTa, MM 4yjeMo IJlJacoBe MydJeHIKa Koju
Cy ImocTpanany asrycra 1941. ronuse.

TepeT KoJeKTMBHEe TpayMe M CTpafara Ja-
HaIlllbJ MjeLITaHM IIOJHOCe CTOMYIKM, JOCTOjaH-
cTBeHO, y3 xpuirhaucko cjeharme u nmpamrame, 1
y3 He3abopas. O TOMe CBje0uM BUXOBO [IOCTOjaEbe
Ha BjeKOBHMM OTEMINTIMA, 60p6a 3a CBaKy KaMeH
ceqa, OAJIYYHOCT JIa Ce IOAUIHEe XpaM cjehaﬁ,a. A
OIleT, Kaza 13 AyOMHe Aylie IPOroBOpe 3aKIaH,
IJIac ¥IM 33IpXTM M 04U 3aCy3e, U KaxKy, HeCUryp-
HMM IJIacOM, Jja MIM je HajTeXM TepeT IMjesor
JKMBOTa 610 Kaza cy uM ce poguresu obpaharn

nosmBajyhm cBojy mjeny ms jama.

Ceharvem ux tiogebmasam, Gucarem OHUBHABAM,
cliomurbarbem uysam.

U sac, anu u cebe 0g sawel ociliaHka y Upownocitu.

Jep tpownocili Hucile.

Bayanu y wy Hekonuko tyia. Anu yeek oliciuiajan.

Y3guinyiie inaee sackpcasanu. Xusmem cgojum
tieuaili 6ygyhHociiiu ygapanu.

H iy ciue. U garne citie iiy! He gam eam ga 3ampeilie.

O gpauy ce oipebeilie, uciiog Kamena cakpujeitie!

He gam!

Ila Heka 6puwy fio Hekonuko tyina! leceill cnoea,

Kao0 MUNUOH gywa U gae guile.

times. And there, in talk with the inhabitants of
Prebilovci, sitting on a stone, that has a scar, in front
of the school that had witnessed the most monstrous
crimes, near the pit that had swallowed thousands
and thousands Serbian lives, we hear the voices of
the martyrs who were killed in August 1941.

Those who live today stoically deal with the
burden of the collective trauma and suffering,
with Christian memory and forgiveness, and
remembrance. This is witnessed by their being on
their hearths for centuries, struggle for every stone
in the village, determination to build the temple of
memory. And yet, when the slaughtered speak up
from the bottom of the soul, their voice starts to
tremble and their eyes fill with tears, and they say,
in their weak voices, that the hardest burden in their
whole lives was when their parents talked to them

and they were calling their children from the pits.

With my memory I bolster them; with my writing they
come alive; with my mentioning I take care of them.

Both you and also myself from your staying in the past.

For you are not the past.

You were thrown in it several times. But you always
survived.

You resurrected with your head high up. You sealed
the future with your living ones.

And you are there. You are still there! I won't let
you die.

You scratch on Christ’s thorn, you hide beneath a stone!

H Wabny cy sam cknareanu. An' og e cilie geHHUjU.
Iyiokas mu He peba. ¥ eac ce epaham.

IIo netiroum sceiama.

Y cnosuma.

Oxitiobapckum cysama.

Aslyciiosckum nuitypiujama.

Cama Iparunhesnh Babuh

I won't let it!

So let them erase many times! Ten letters still
breathe as millions of souls.

They also took away your commemorative plaque.
But you are more eternal than that. I don’t need a
signpost. I return into you.

In summer heaths.

In dreams.

In October tears.

In August liturgies.

Sanja Dragicevié¢ Babié
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Crape mpebunoBadke Kyhe GoTorpabmcaHe y OKBUpPY
E€THOJIOLIKMX UCTPaXXUBaHa CIIpoBeZleHMX 1983.
ronuHe (M3Bop: apxus CHII ,[Ipe6uoBLn”)

Old houses in Prebilovci, photographs were taken in
1983 as a part of an ethnographic research
SND Prebilovci Archives
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epuerosnHa je reorpadcka obmact moceb-

HUX MICTOPMjCKMX KapaKTepMCTUKA Koja

ce Ha/la3) Ha jyry TepUTOpUje TaHaIlIbe
Bocue u XepuerosuHe. Y HesaBucroj [Ip>xaBu
XpBaTCcKoOj OHa ce, JakKiIe, Halas3uaa Ha KpajEkeM
jyTOMCTOYHOM AMjeny, Ha rpaHuny npema IpHoj
T'opu. Ty cy, ocum MocTapa, criajany HeKaJallby
cpesosu: Hesecusse, laniko, Buneha, Tpeburse,
Komu, Jbybusse, Jby6yiuku u Cronar,. Y 0CHOB-
HOj II0Zjenu, OHa ce AMjeay Ha BUCOKY M HIUCKY,
Tj. TOPBY U L0y XeplleroBMHY, al je IpMUCyTHA
U TIoZjesla Ha MICTOYHY M 3amlalHy, KOjy Aujenm
pujexa HepeTBa y cBOM cpefseM 1 JOHEM TOKY.
U o oBoj nogjenu, any 1 1o rpaHUIlaMa peryja y
6usuroj COPJ, XepLerosuHa je 3aysumara IpocTop
or, 0ko 9.835 km?. ITo monucy n3 1931. ronuHe, 0Baj
IIpocTOp Hacespasalo je 305.630 cTaHOBHMKA, O,
Tora 137.140 xaronmuxka (44,87%), mpaBociaBana
98.122 (32,12%) u mycaumana 70.001 (22,90%).

CpIICKO IPaBOCIABHO CTAHOBHMIITBO 6MIIO je

erzegovina is a geographical region

of specific historical characteristics

that is located in the south territory
of the today’s Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the
Independent State of Croatia, thus, it was located
in the far south-east part towards the boarder
with Montenegro. Apart from Mostar, the region
comprised following municipalities: Nevesinje,
Gacko, Bile¢a, Trebinje, Konjic, Ljubinje, Ljubuski
and Stolac. In the main division, it is divided into
high and low, i.e. upper and lower Herzegovina,
but there is also a division in East and West
Herzegovina which are transected by the river
Neretva in its middle and lower flow. By both this
divisions and those of the boarders of the regions
in former SFRY, Herzegovina took about 9,835
km?2. According to the 1931 census, the population
of this region was 305,630 inhabitants out of
which there were 137,140 Catholics (44.87%),
98,122 Orthodox (32.12%) and 70,001 Muslims

BehmHCKO y cpe3oBuMa ucToyHe XepLeropuHe
(Jbybutse, Tpebumse, Buneha, Tanko u Hesecuse).
XpBaru cy 6uan Behuua y Mocrapy, Ctony u
Jby6yikom, a mycaumanu y Komuiy.

Ha moueTky Jlpyror cBjeTcKoT paTa, y MC-
TouHoj Xepuerosuuu Cpbu cy 6uau Behmuckn
Hapoz (70% ox 100.000), a 610 je u 3sHa4ajan 6poj
IIpUIIaJHMKA MyCAMMAaHCKe peanruje. Y 3anagHoj
XepuerosuHu BehyHY je UMHIIO PYIMOKATOMINIKO
CTaHOBHUIIITBO Koje ce y Kpa/pesuHM JyrocnaBuju
XOMOTEHM30BaJI0 XPBaTCKMM UIEHTUTETOM, alIN
je mmano m HajBehm pacT Ha 0BOM IIPOCTOPY.
Vpbane cpepuse y noamuu pujexe Heperse,
Komu, Mocrap u Yammusa, 6uie cy, 36or ncro-
pHjckux oxomHOCTM U3 £06a OTOMAaHCKe MMITe-
puje, Aycrpoyrapcke u KpameBuHe Jyrociasuje,
3HayajHMje eTHMYKM M3MMjelllaHe y pasanduTIM
nponeHTuMa. XepuerosusHa ca MocTapoMm, Kao
cpenmuIITeM, IIpefcTaB/baja je 3Ha4yajHO Kyi-
TYPHO, MICTOPMjCKO M UAEHTUTETCKO CPeJNIITe
CPIICKOT Hapoza, 06m/pexKeHo BjeKoBHOM 6opbom
3a c10001y, KaKo YCTaHWIKMM TPasyyjama, TaKo
Y BjepoM, KyJITYPOM ¥ eKOHOMMjOM.

Anpuncku cnom KpameBuHe Jyrocnasuje,
IIoJ, HaleTOM HeMadKMX, UTaAMjaHCKUX U
IpyTUX cHara, XepIeropuHa je JodeKana ca
U3PpasUTUM HalVMOHAaIHMM aHTarOHM3MIMA,
Ia Cy TaKO IOKJOHMIM YCTAIIKOT IOKpeTa
opraHmsoBany nobyHe ¥ IUBep3uje yCMjepeHe

Ka Bojcuu KpamesmHe Jyrocmasuje. JemHa o,

(22.90%). Serbian Orthodox inhabitants were
majority in most of the eastern Herzegovina
municipalities (Ljubinje, Trebinje, Bile¢a, Gacko
and Nevesinje). The Croats were majority in
Mostar, Stolac and Ljubusko, and Muslims in
Konjic.

At the beginning of the World War Two, the
majority in eastern Herzegovina comprised the
Serbs (70% out of the total 100,000) while there
was also a significant number of Muslims. In
western Herzegovina the majority were Catholics
who homogenized with the Croatian identity
in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and who had the
major rise rate in this region. Urban areas in the
valley of the river Neretva, Konjic, Mostar and
Capljina, were significantly ethnically mixed up
in different percentage because of the various
historical circumstances in the Ottoman Empire,
Austro-Hungary and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.
Herzegovina with Mostar, as the capital,
represented a significant cultural, historical and
identity centre of the Serbian people, marked
with the centuries long fight for freedom both by
the uprising tradition and religion, culture and
economy.

The April break of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia,
under attack of the German, Italian and other
forces, Herzegovona met with the emphasised
national antagonisms, so the supporters of

the Ustasha ideology organised uprisings and



[TanopamMmcka poTorpaduja ctapor MocTapa ca Ca-
6opHUM xpaMoM CeeTe Tpojulie y mosaguum (M3Bop:
apxuB CHJI ,ITpe6uioBiu’)

A panorama of Old Mostar with the Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity in the background

TaKBMX I0OyHa, ca yuemrhem 3HauajHOT Opoja
YCTAlIKOT Kafpa M CYUMIIaTI3epa, OpraHn30BaHa
je y Yanpunu (amu u y Jbybymkom) ca yaenrthem
cHara samagHe Xepuerosuse. Y tum 6opbama
3a rpaj, y4ecTBOBaO je HAKHALHO IOCAaH jefaH
ozpen u3 nmogoduiypceke mkone y buaehn, Tj.

Tpeburscku onpef,.

diversions against Royal Yugoslav Army. One
such action was organised in Capljina (but also
in Ljubusko) with participation of the western
Herzegovina forces. In these combats for the city
also participated a squad that was sent later from
the non-commissioned officer-school from Bileéa,

so-called Trebinje squad.



V TuM IpBMM aIpUICKMM JaHMMa JjesoBa-
Jie Cy 1 opraHmsanuje Koje cy popmupane jour y
BanosmHM XpBaTCKOj, YCIOCTaB/bEHO]j IIpMje paTa.
Xpeailicka cerauka v I'paljancka sawiliuilia moKa-
3aJle Cy CBOje IIpaBo Julle. 3ajelHO ca YCTAIIKIM
IpunajHuUIMMa Jajle Cy IpecylaH AOIpPMHOC
croMy omepanujckor ¢pponTta IIpmmopcke ap-
Mujcke obmactu Bojcke KpamesuHe Jyrociasuje
¥ OTBOPMIJIE KallVije HePeTB/bAHCKOT OIlepaIVIjCKOT
IIpaBlia TPylaMma MTaIMjaHCKe MOTOPM30BaHe
nyBusuje ,,Jlutopmo®, fa 6e3 mjeHOT MCIa/beHoT
Merka 17. anpua yhy y Mocrap, raje cy ce cpene
ca cHarama 14. oxsnomnHe gyBusuje Bepmaxra. To je
Omna ucra oHa AMBM3Mja Koja je 10. anmpmia yuuia
y 3arpeb u koja je mpexo CapajeBa HacTymaaa
npema MocTapy.

ITjemoxymHa mTamMIa Tek mporaauieHe Hesa-
BucHe Jip>xaBe XpBaTcKe OCeOHO je McTnLANa fa
je ,,Bojcka Anonda Xutnepa HajcpHadHyje Lo9eKa-
Ha y CBMM XPBaTCKVM KpajeBuMa’, I1a, pasymuje
ce, M y 3amafHoj XepIeroB/HNL.

V mncrtouyHoMm nujeny XeplerosmuHe, raje je
cpricky Hapog, 6310 BehmHCKM, YCTAIIK Pexmum
je Tpaxkmo u Hamasmo ocroHar mehy ucrouno-
XepleroBavyKMM MyCAMMAaHMMa, Koje je mpef
pat y Hajsehem 6pojy oxymmana JyrocioseHcka
mycaumancka opranusanuja (JMO), a mjemu-
MuaHO 1 XpBaTcKa ce/badka crpanka (XCC), koja
je Beh sHauajano 6mia y pykama ¢paHKOBaLa U

ycrama. JlorackoM Ha oBe Ipocrope, Uranujann

In those first April days, organisations that
were formed in Banovina Croatia which was set up
before the war also operated. Hrvatska seljacka and
Gradanska zastita showed their real face. Together
with the Ustasha members, their contribution was
crucial for the break of the operational front of the
Coastal army area of the Royal Yugoslav Army and
opened the gates of the river Neretva operational
direction for the Italian motor division “Littorio”
to enter Mostar without a single fired bullet on 17
April where they met the forces of the 14th Panzer
Division of the Wehrmacht. It was the same
Division which entered Zagreb on 10 April and
which was heading to Mostar through Sarajevo.

The whole press of the newly declared
Independent State of Croatia especially pointed
out that “the army of Adolf Hitler was most
cordially awaited in all Croatian areas” and, as
it's clear, in western Herzegovina.

In the eastern part of Herzegovina, where the
Serbian people represented majority, the Ustasha
regime was looking for support among Muslims
of the region who were mostly gathered in the
Yugoslav Muslim Organisation (JMO) and partly in
Croatian peasants’ party (HSS) which had already
been in hands of the Frankists and the Ustasha
movement. Having come to these territories,
Italians took over the whole administration
while the Ustasha organs were trying to impose

themselves in terrain operations. This territory

DoKyMeHT o pelnopTalnujaMma MocTtapckux Cp6a. Of
HeLITo BulIe off 8 xuibazia Cp6a Ha moueTKy Jpyror
CBETCKOT paTa, kpaj paTHe 1941. roguHe y MocTapy
je mouexaso camo Bmux 864. (U3Bop: Apxus CH]
,[1pe6unoBmmn”)

A document on deportation of the Serbs from Mostar
There were more than 8,000 Serbs at the beginning of
the war, the end of 1941 met 864 of them

SND Prebilovci Archives

BorocioB Mapxko ITpogaHoBuh, MCKYLIEHUK
O6pen OxuibeBuh, jepoljakor Makapuje
ITejak, u 6orociioB Bpanko BunanoBuh.
BpaTcTBO CPIICKOT IIPaBOCIIaBHOT
MaHacTupa Xuromucnuh, cBu 6a4eHn y
jamy Bupoma.

Theologian Marko Prodanovié¢, novice
Obren Okiljevi¢, hierodiacon Makarije
Pejak, theologian Branko Bilanovic.
Brotherhood of serbian ortodoh monastery
Zitomisli¢, all of them thrown into Vidonja pit.
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IIpey3MMajy KOMILIETHY YIIPaBy, JOK YCTAILIKN Op-
raHy IOKYIIAaBajy fja Ce HAMETHY KPO3 Jjel0Bambe
Ha TepeHy. Y IOTIYHY KOHTPOIY ¥ MHUIIVjaTUBY
yCTAaIIKMX M Apyrux jegmHua HIX, oBa Tepu-
TOpMja [Lo0/1a3y HaKOH IOTHNUCUBama PUMCKMX
criopasyma, 18. maja, y Pumy, n3amehy Kpamesune
Hranmje 1 HAX. CyTpaZaH II0 CKIaNaky CIIopas-
yMa KoMaH[Ia uTanujaHcke Jipyre apmuje o63Ha-
HIJIA je Ja je IIMBIIHA BIACT HaJ, JOLVje/beHNIM jOj
noxpydjem, modesmn og, 20. maja, y pykama HIX.
[IpakTuano, Beh oz Taza ce cTBapajy ycioBu 3a
ramace 3104nHa Hag Cpbuma. V mehyBpemeny,
Brama HIX noHmjena je uuMTaB HU3 3aKOHCKIIX
oxpenaba, kojuma cy Cp6u, JeBpeju 1 Pomu mpak-
TUYHO CTaB/beHM BaH 3aKOHA.

Ha mocTynaTuma reHOIMIHOT IpXXaBHOT
nporpama HJIX, y3 XMCTepu4IHy aHTUCPICKY
mponaraHzy, usrpahusaHa je ycTaurka BaacT y
XepuerosuHM. YCTallIKM NOBjepeHUK XepMaH
ToroHasx 3aBpLINO je CBOj TOBOP Ha KOHepeH-
[VIj} yCTalla, OLPIKaHoj 2. jyHa y xorexny ,,Tamko’,
nokandem: ,,Ilockenmpy MeTaK y IOCheImer
Cpbuna!“ ITaBao llauku u Anuja llymak cy He-
ImocpenHO mocauje npornamera HAX mocrarm
YCTAIIKY OYHOMOheHMIM — IPBU 33 3alafHy,
a IpyTu 3a UCTOYHY XepuerosuHy. M oxu cy, kKao u
Buxrop I'yrmh y Bocanckoj Kpajuun, obmnasman
ceia, BapoOIUMIie ¥ IPaZioBe M Ha HApOLHMUM 360po-
BJIMa BeJIM4ajy FeHOIMIHY YCTaIIKy Je0M0Tjy.

[TpaTuny cy MX HOBMHAPY XPBATCKMX YCTAITKMUX

came under complete Ustasha administration and
other Independent State of Croatia’s (NDH) units
after the Treaties of Rome had been concluded
between the Kingdom of Italy and NDH in Rome
on 18 May. The day after the Treaties had been
concluded, the command of the 2nd Army made
public that civilian administration that had
previously been assigned to it was handed in to
the NDH starting from 20 May. Practically since
then, the conditions were created for the waves
of crimes against the Serbs. In the meantime, the
Government of the NDH brought a series of legal
acts that practically put the Serbs, Jews and Roma
outside the law.

On the bases of the genocidal state programme
of the NDH, along with the hysterical anti-Serbian
propaganda, the Ustasha rule was established in
Herzegovina. The Ustasha confidant Herman
Togonal finished his speech at the Ustasha
conference, which was held in “Gacko” Hotel on
2 June, with a catchword: “The last bullet into the
last Serb!” Pavao Canki and Alija Suljak became
the Ustasha proxy just after the NDH had been
proclaimed - the first one for West and the second
one for East Herzegovina. Just like Viktor Guti¢ in
Bosanska Krajina, the two of them visited villages,
towns and cities and praised the Ustasha genocidal
ideology on people’s meetings. They were followed
by journals of the Croatian Ustasha newspapers,

their speeches were cited and antagonisms against

IJ1aciiIa, UUTUPAIM BIMXOBe TOBOPe U MOACTUIIA-
JIVI aHTArOHM3Me, puje cBera, mpema Cpbuma.
Veramky anTaronusam mpema Cpbuma, ocum re-
HOIVIIHe M/e0I0THje ¥ IONUTINYKe KOHIIeIIIje,
y OBMM KpajeBuma 610 je mocebHo HarmauieH 36or
yCTaHMYKe MIPOILIOCTH, aay ¥ 360r reorpapcke
mosesaHocTu ca llprom I'opom, onakie je, 1o -
XOBOM Haxoljemy, MOIIO fohu 1o ycTaHKa IIPOTHB
HIX viny ce HABOLHY yCTaHAK MOIao IIPOINacuTI
Kao pasJIoT 3a pelpecanuje.

INocnuje mpexkpuBama nujene XepueropuHe
IyCTOM MPEXOM LOMOOPaHCKMX TapHMU30HA,
OPY>XHMYKVX [10CTaja, yCTAIIKIX JI0ropa, Tabopa
¥ pojeBa, yCTallIKe II0CTPoj6e Cy Ipeltie ca puje-
uy Ha mjena. V sohm usmeby 31. maja u 1. jyHa,
rpyna og 12 ycramia nokynniaa je y MocTapy ne-
TOPUILY /bYAM, CTPIIATA MX Y KAMMOH M OfiBe3Ja
o cema OpTujel, jy)KHO of rpaja. Tamo cy ux
IocTpujemany Ha camoj obanu pujexe Hepetse,
y KOjy cy cypBaau muxose jneuiese. MehyTum,
Taga je ycumo nmobjehm xp deomop Jykay, yi-
paBHuK BaHoBMHCKe GonHuIe y MocTtapy. Tom
npuankoMm yoéujern cy: Muxanno Braunh, Jyka
n Jby6o Kynam n Munau Byjaguuosuh.

Buo je To modeTak NIPBOT CTeIIeHA peannsa-
I[Mje TeHOL[MIHOT IIJIaHa, YUjU je TIPBU LNUb 610
VHUILITeEe elIMTe CPICKOT Hapoga. Tako je rpyma
OZ, meBeTOpUILe ,,3alITMTHMUX JOBaua“, Koja je,
oz, pyxoBogcTBoM Bopusoja Porksuha, mper-

XonHOTr naHa u3 3arpeba cturaa y Tpebusse, Ha

the Serbs before all were instigated. The Ustasha
antagonism against the Serbs in these regions,
apart from genocidal ideology and political
conceptions, was especially emphasised because
of their rebellious past as well as because of the
geographical connections with Montenegro from
where, they believed, there could break out an
uprising against NDH or an alleged uprising could
be proclaimed as a cause for reprisals.

After the whole Herzegovina was covered
with a thick net of the Home Guard garrisons,
armed militia, the Ustasha camps, and other
units in charge of towns and villages, the Ustasha
military organization began its work. A group of
12 Ustashas abducted five people in Mostar, put
them into a truck and drove to the south to village
Ortije$ at night between 31 May and 1 June. They
shot them there at the very coast of the river
Neretva and tossed their bodies into it. However,
dr. Feodor Luka¢ managed to flee, a principal of
the Banovina Hospital in Mostar. Those who were
shot on the occasion were: Mihailo Blanié, Luka
and Ljubo Kula$ and Milan Vujadinovié.

It was the inception of the first phase of
realisation of the genocidal plan when the first
to be murdered were the elite of the Serbian
people. Thus a group of nine ‘protective hunters’,
who had arrived from Zagreb to Trebinje the
day before, under command of Borivoje Rotkvi,

arrested a group of 60 Serbs from Trebinje backed
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[OKyMEHT 0 Mjepery Karalu-
TeTa jaMa y 6mrehkom Kpajy
4yyja je 3aripeMyHa u3pakeHa y
6pojeBuMa (M3Bop: apxuB CH/J
[Ipe6uoBun")

A document on calculations of
the capacity of pits in Bileca
area whose volume is expressed
in number of people

SND Prebilovci Archives

CcaMOM jyroMCTOKY XepIerosnHe, 1. jyHa y OCBUT,
y3 nmomoh momahmx ycraIa u opy>XHMKa Tpe-
bumsCcKe IIOCTaje, moxarncuaa oko 60 Tpebumsara
Cpba. Opmax je ybumjeHo meBer auua. Youue cy
JICTjepymBaie IOCIAHE JbyLe U3 BUXOBUX Kyha,
a IIOTOM MM IyLiaje y IOTU/aK, He obasupyhu
ce Ha IIPUCYCTBO MOPOLMIlE U Ajelie XKPTaBa.
Tor TparM4HOT TPeOMIBCKOT jyTpa yOujeHM
cy: llThenan Rypuh, Bemko [Maankyha, Brago
ITomosmh, Munaun Bpkosuh, Pagosau Jleunh,
WUnwnja Kykypuh, Oyuran Harynuh, Baco Babuh n
Tamro Kosauesnh. CyTpazaH Cy IO I1jeIOM Ipamy
OCBaHYIN M3/Mjell/beHN IIIaKaTy ca MMeHMMa
crpujepanux Tpeburpana ca 06pasIoxemeM na
je pujed o YeTHMIIMA KOj¥ Cy IPUIIPpEMAaIN yc-
TaHaK IIPOTMB yCTalllKe BaacTy. Kcmoxn oBora je
3a/1Mjell/beH M IPYTM IJIaKaT Ha KojeM je Iycajlo
Ia he y HapesHOM IepMony 3a CBaKy XpBaTCKY
rraBy 6uTty youjeHo crotuny Cpba.

CanyaH cueHapuo BubeH je U y Apyrum
MjecTmMa McTouHe XepIierosuHe. 1. jyHa Cy IIo-
Yesa MacOBHa Xalllllersa 1 youjara Cpba y rpany
HeBecumy, Kao u BUX0BO ofBoleme y ycTaukm
norop ,,Ha cacayiuarse”. [IpBor jyHa Iazna je v psa
IIOTIIYHO HeALy>XKHa XpTBa y HeBecumy — yue-
Huk Tpeher paspezna I'pahancke mxome Mumorn
Huosmh, xoju je, mpyuBesaH 3a KaMMOH, My4eH
¥ M3MpIBapeH, a 3aTUM Of CTpaHe yCTaIIKOT
odummpa Cynapa youjeH Ha IpenyHOM IPafCKOM
Tpry, 3a npumjep. Beh HapenHor faHa KpeHyIN

up by domestic Ustashas and armet militia from
Trebinje at dawn on 1 June. Nine people were
killed immediately. The murderers woke up
people and got them out of their houses after
which they shot them in nape regardless of the
fact that their family members were present, even
the victims’ small children. On the tragic morning
in Trebinje the following citizens were murdered:
Séepan Purié, Veljko Palikuéa, Vlado Popovic,
Milan Brkovié, Radovan Lec¢ié, Ilija Kukuri¢, Dusan
Naguli¢, Vaso Babi¢ and Gaso Kovacevié. On the
following day, there were posters all around the
city with the names of the shot citizens from
Trebinje with explanation that they had been
the Chetnics preparing the uprising against the
Ustasha government. Another poster was pasted
under this one informing the readers that in the
following period 100 Serbs were going to be killed
for each Croatian head.

Similar scenario was seen in other places in
eastern Herzegovina. Mass murders and killings
of the Serbs began in Nevesinje Town on 1 June
as well as their deportation to the Ustasha camp
‘for interrogation’. The first completely innocent
victim in Nevesenje fell on 1 June, a student of
the third grade of Civic School, Milo$ NiSovié
who was tied for a truck, tortured and mutilated
and eventually killed by the Ustasha officer Sudar
on the crowded square as an example. On the

following day they already commenced to perform
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Cy Macakpy II0 OKOJHMM CelIuMa, YIPeXmsy, a
saTuM 1 y Jomem JIpexsy, Ihje je IpyXXeH IpBU
OTIOP yCTallaMma, any 1 y camoMm Hesecumy, roje
je ybujame mompummiio mwnpe obpuce.

Kao miTo ce Mo)xe IpMMMjeTUTH U3 Ha-
BeJleHOT, 0Baj IPBM Tajac 3J04MHa IOYeo je
oJMaX HaKOH IIpey3)Makba BJIACTHU Of, CTpaHe
ycramkux Gopmannja Ha TepeHy U, YMHU Ce,
HajpaHUje Ha nujenoj Tepuropuju HIX. Nakie,
nako je Xepuerosuua 6maa pybHO monpydje,
JaleKo of CpeMIITa HOBe JApKaBe, 3I04YMHNA
Haz CpbyMa Cy IOIPYMIIY UIMPOKY CHCTEMAT-
CKJ KapaKTep IPMANYHO PaHo. Y OBUM, alu U
KaCHUjMM 3I0YMHMMA y XePIEeroBMHM, Kao 1 y
Ipyrum kpajeBuma HJIX, moTpebHo je pasmo-
TpuTK GeHOMEH T3B. ,SUBBUX ycrama’. Ocum
JIpXXaBHOT IIporpaMa YHMIITeHa, IOCIjeleHoT
06aMIIMa BjepCKOT aHTaroHM3Ma U CyKobuma
¥3 IPOILIOCTH, jelaH Of, MOTMBA 338 MacOBHO
mpucTyname 3n04mHMMa Mehy XpBaTuma u
MycAMMaHyMa 6¥7a je ¥ MMOBMHCKA KOPMUCT.
V3 Taj acmeKT, ycTalllka OpraHusalyja pasmuia
je m Ha Mobmamsanuju maca. Crynajyhm y te
oIpele, CMPOMAIIHM ¥ HEIIMCMEHY XPBaTCKMU
¥ MyCIMMAaHCKM ceJballyi CMaTpalu Cy Ja UX Taj
unH ocmobaha Bjepcke, byAcKe, APYLUITBEHE, 118 1
CyZCKe OJITOBOPHOCTY 33 MaCOBHE 3JI0YMHe Hal,
CPIICKMM CTaHOBHMIITBOM, Kao M 3a II/ba4Ky
BuxoBe uMoBMHe. OHM Cy O, CTpaHe CUCTeMa,

MIEO0JIOUIKOM IIPUIIPEMOM M ,II;eXYMaHMSaI.U/IjOM

massacres in nearby villages, in DreZanj and then
in Donji DreZanj, where there was a resistance
against the Ustashas for the first time, but also
in Nevesinje where killings took broader shapes.

As it can be noticed from all before mentioned,
this first wave of crimes committed by the Ustasha
formations on the terrain began immediately upon
their instalment to power and before anywhere
else in the whole territory of NDH. Thus, even
though Herzegovina was the fringe area, far
away from the centre of the new state, the crimes
against the Serbs got broad systematic character
pretty early. In both these and latter crimes in
Herzegovina as well as in other parts of NDH,
it is necessary to consider a phenomenon of
‘wild Ustashas’. Apart from the state programme
of annihilation backed by types of religious
antagonism and clashes from the past, one of the
motives why the Croats and Muslims massively
joined the crimes was property benefit. Along
with this aspect, the Ustasha organisation worked
on mobilising the masses. The poor and illiterate
Croatian and Muslim peasants thought that they
would be liberated from religious, human, social,
even though legal responsibility for the mass
crimes against Serbian inhabitants as well as for
the vandal looting of their property if they joined
these unites. They were ‘persuaded’ by the system,
ideological preparation and dehumanization of
the Serbs that they were doing good for the new

Cpba, ,ybjehuBann” ga oBakBuMM mOCTymUIMMA
4yHe KoOpo 3a HOBY NOPELAK U HALN]Y.

Cuctem HIX je, ocum cBojux ypezmaba,
CIUCTeMCKMX 3/I09MHa, IPMjeKNX CyLoBa 3a 13-
BpILIEHsa, YCIUO CTBOPUTY ¥ aTMOCPEpPy OIILITe
IIPUXBAT/BMBOCTY 3/I0YMHA IIpeMa HeIoLOOHUM
HaIlMOHATHMM M MIEONOIIKMM IpyHanyjama.
Jenan om TakBMX 37104MHA, KOjY CBjeJJ0uM O MICTOM
IV/BY ¥ KOOPAVHALIM}Y 3BAaHMYHMX GpopMaIyja u
OpraHM30BaHuX Mjemrana y cayx6u HIX, a koju
je KapaKTepMUCTM4YaH IIPMMjep 3a TeHOUV I Hal
Cpbuma y HIIX, jecre 3mouns y mjecty Kopwura,
n3mehy I'anka u Bunehe.

Kpajem maja je ycTamkm IoBjepeHMK 3a cpes
lanxo, Xepman Toronan, ynytuo y ceno Kopura
ycraurku oxpen, (25 1o 30 fo6po HaopyKaHUX
mynu) us mycaumanckor cena ®asnarnha Kyna,
oz, komaugom Myxapema I'maBuunha, xoie us
cena Kmpyga. OBaj ekcTpeMucTa ce, YMM je Ha-
CTaJo PaTHO BpUjeMe, eKCIIOHMPAo Kao BaTpeHM
IIOGOPHMK YCTAUIKOT TeHOUMIHOT Iporpama,
y3BuKyjyhu Ha 360poBuMa u KOHepeHIIjaMa
ratadykyx mycaumasa, usmeby ocranor: ,,Jlanac
je 3a cBaKOT IIPaBoOr MyCAMMAaHa YCTAIIKa IIyIIKa
Hajseha cBeTuma nocauje Anaxa“. Orpomas 6poj
Cpba, cranoBHuKa cena Kopura, Huje Hacayhn-
Bao Hecpehy yak Hu 2. jyHa, Kajia Cy ce yCTallIKe
ImaTpoJe pallypuje IO CBMM 3aceoIyMa cela
Kopwura, nosusajyhu cse myurkapue of 15 mo

60 rogyHa fa ce ogMmax ynyTe y COKOICKM LOM

order and nation by committing these atrocities.

The NDH system managed to create an
atmosphere of overall acceptance of the crimes
against the inapt national and ideological groups
apart from its legal acts, systematic crimes,
court-martials. One such crime, which witnesses
the same aim and coordination between official
formations and organised inhabitants in service
of NDH, represents a typical example for the
genocide against the Serbs in NDH. It is the crime
in place called Korita, between Gacko and Bileéa.

The Ustasha confidant for Gacko Area,
Herman Togonal, sent an Ustasha squad (25 to
30 well-armed people) under the command of
Muharem Glavinié, an imam from village Kljug,
from a Muslim village Fazlagi¢a Kula to village
Korita in late May. This extremist exposed himself
as a vigorous supporter of the Ustasha genocidal
programme after the war had broken out shouting
at the meetings and conferences of Muslims from
Gacko these words among others: “Today, the
greatest sacrament for each and every real Muslim
after Allah is the Ustasha gun.” The majority of
Serbian inhabitants from village Korita didn’t
anticipate misery, not even on 2 May when the
Ustasha patrols spread along all parts and hamlets
of the village Korita calling all men from 15 to 60
years of age to immediately head to Falcon’s home
and sign in to the Ustasha officials allegedly in
order to get new identification cards under the



¥ IpMjaBe YCTAILIKOj II0cazy, HaBOJLHO, paau
IpyMama HOBUX IMYHUX KapaTa, y3 IpUjeTHy
Ia he mopoznyiie cBUX OHMX KOjU ce He Ofa30By
OuTu menoprosaHe y xorope y Hrannjy mam y
bemauky. CBaKor MyIIKapIia KOTa Cy 3aTeK/IV KOZ,
kyhe nosenn cy ca co6om. Kazna je Cokonckm fom
HallyHeH, Tj. Kaja je y ’era HaTpIaHo 125 ce/paka,
IIpeocTajy yTaMHI49eHY 3aTBOpeHy cy y OCHOBHY
IIKOJY, YKYIIHO BMX ABaHaecTopo. IToxanmenn
Kopwhanu mposenu cy roroso myHa Tpu LaHa
(2, 3, 4. jyu 1941. ronuue) u nBuje 6ecare Hohu
y TOj 3aTyI/bMBOj IPOCTOPMjH, KOja je 3aymapana
Ha 3HOj ¥ aMOHMjaK. 3a TO BpujeMe, ycTallle Cy
IOBIa4uMiIe II0jadara U MpuIipeMane 3A04uH. Y
Kopwurima ce mpukymmiio oxo 200 ycramma-go6po-
BoJballa, YIIaBHOM 13 OKOJTHMX MYCAVMMaHCKIX
cena. [locauje monarama 3aKaeTBe, TV MIaghu
CY KpeHy/IM Ja Ha Jjelly JOKaXXy IPMBPIXeHOCT
XpBaTcKoj 1 BeHoM mornaBHuKy ITaBeanhy, koju
je ox BUX 3aXTMjeBao oa KpBiby u reoxhem ouncre
MCTOYHY XPBaTCKy rpaHuiy oz Cpba m gpyrux
,,HermohynHux enemeHaTa’.

KpeHyio je Be3suBame 3apobbeHMX Koje je
Tpajajo cBe no Mpaka. Taza je, mpes COKOICKM
oM, TpyIla yCTallla CTUIZAa KaMMOHOM KOju ce
3aycTasuo Ipes BpaTuMma Jloma, M3 Kojer cy Ile-
JaTV M3BOLVIIN CBe3aHe JbyZAe ¥ ybauyBanim ux
y xammoH. Kaga cy ybauman 7-8 ,,conosa“ (oxo
20 JbyzM), KAMUOH je KpeHyo mpema lanxy u 3a-

ycTaBMo ce Ha npeBojy Kobmma riasa, Kog, jame

threat that families of all those who don’t respond
to the call would be deported to the camps in Italy
or Germany. They brought every man whom they
had found at home. When Falcon’s home was full,
that is when it was crammed with 125 inhabitants,
the rest imprisoned, a dozen of them in total, were
closed in Primary school. The arrested inhabitants
of Korita spent almost full three days (2, 3 and 4
June 1941) and two sleepless nights in the stifling
room that stank of sweat and ammonia. In the
meanwhile, the Ustashas were bringing back
up and preparing crime. About 200 volunteers-
Ustashas gathered mainly from the nearby
villages. After they had taken an oath, those young
men went to prove in action their commitment to
Croatia and its Poglavnik Paveli¢ who demanded
from them to clean eastern Croatian border from
the Serbs and other ‘inapt elements’.

Tying up of the prisoners began and it lasted
to the evening. A group of Ustashas arrived in a
truck which stopped in front of the Falcon’s home
and out of which the perpetrators brought out tied
prisoners and got them on another truck. When
7-8 ‘bundles’ (about 20 people) got on, the truck
went towards Gacko and stopped at a pass called
Kobilja glava near a pit called Golubinka, whose
depth was about 25 metres. A group of criminals
was already waiting there and they immediately
started to pull group by group off the truck to the
very edge of the pit where they murdered them

Tony6muka, nyboxe oxo 25 merapa. Ty je uexana
BeJIMKa IpyIla 309/ Halla KOji Cy OLMax Iodean
Ila ofBIade ¢ KaMMOHA IPYIy IO IPyIly Ha caMm
py6 jame, raje cy mx ybujany BaTpeHNM OpyKjeM,
MasbeBMMa, KyHJAlMMa, CjeKypaMa, HOXeBIMa 1
cypBaBany y nposanujy. To ce IIOHOBUIO ceaMm
nnyTa y nepmogny oz 21 gac 4. jyHa no 5 4acosa
usjyTpa 5. jyHa. EBO KaKo je jemaH of, IpeXMBjennx
Mmunuja Bjennua onycao HadMH IMKBUAALVIje:
,,Ha Hamry uecpehy, Hac Tpojuna, ja, moj 6part
Tony6 m xym aBpuio, 6ysyhmu na cmo npsu yba-
YeHM y KaMMOH, TUK Y3 KabuHy, cafa cMo 6uin
Ioc/belEbY Ha Pefly 3a KiIambe, ocyheHM fa cBOjuM
O4MMa TVIefaMO MyIeHNIKy cMpT 27 (TOMMKO UX
je 6m0 y TOj rpymm) cBojux Kommmja, pohaxa,
IIpujaTesba ¥ KyMOBa... Hallle MyYHO MITYeKMBatbe
Koje je, YIMHIIIO0 HaM ce, 6ecKpajHo Tpajaro, Hajsaz,
ce 3aBpIMIO. YCTallle Cy Hac Ipy6o M3ByKiIe M3
KaMMOHa 1 rypajle IIpeMa OTBOpY jaMe, yaapajyhu
Hac HemuInne. Hamm noxyiuaju na n3bjersemo
My yOIaXKIIMO yAapall jOIl BUIIe Cy pacliablBa-
I MpayHe HaroOHe TUX JBYACKMX Hakasa. Kaza cy
Hac JoTypauy Ha caM pyb jame, MeHe Cy IIOCTaBM-
7y anneM npema mosopy, lomyba mpema jensom, a
Taspuia (Hocosuha) mpema apyrom yenary, koju
Cy ca HallyEeHMM IIyIIKaMa YeKasy 3HaK Ja U3
HerocpefHe 6aM3VHe CacIly XXVBY BaTpy y Halle
rrase. OcjeTyo caM KaJa Cy Ha YCTMMA I1eIaTCKIX
IyIlaKa CcjeBHyJe BapHUIle M 4yO IyIe Koju

Hac CpyILInIle Ha 3eMJby. Flako Me je IIeKJIo JecHo

with fire guns, hammers, butts, axes, knifes and
threw into the precipice. This repeated seven
times from 9 p.m. on 4 July to 5 a.m. on 5 July.
Here is a testimony of one of the survivors Milija
Bjelica:

“To our unfortune, the three of us, I, my
brother Golub and godfather Gavrilo, were the
first ones to get on the truck, just next to the
cabin, and now we were the last in the row for
slaughter, convicted to watch with our own eyes
the martyred death of 27 (that’s how many of
them were in that group) of our neighbours,
cousins, friends, godfathers... Our tormentous
waiting, which seemed to have lasted endlessly,
finally ended. The Ustashas took us roughly out
of the truck and pushed towards the mouth of
the pit beating us mercilessly. Our tries to avoid
or mitigate the hit even more excited and ignited
the dark passions of those human monsters. When
they pushed us to the very edge of the pit, I was
facing the abyss, Golub was facing one of the
murderers and Gavrilo (Nosovi¢) other murderer
who were waiting a sign with loaded guns to
pour live fire into our heads from the immediate
proximity. I felt when the sparks lightened from
the mouths of the perpetrators’ guns and heard
the shots that knocked us down to the ground.
Even though my right shoulder was burning, I was
conscious, I knew it wasn’t a deadly hit.” Bjelica

also witnessed that he had called the perpetrators
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V3BjelrTaj ycTalIKMX OpraHa 0 opyxa-

HOM OTIIOPY y ceny omu [Ipexarm Kop
HeBecusba, 3. jyHa 1941. roguHe (U3BOp:
apxuB CH[I ,ITpe6uioBiin”)

A report by an Ustasha organ on the
armed uprising in village Donji Drezanj
near Nevesinje, 3 June 1941

SND Prebilovci Archives

pame, 610 cam IIpy CBUjeCTH, 3HAO0 CaM Ja Hujecam
cMpTHO morohen”. Bjenura je y HacTaBKy CBjezo-
4Yerba M3HMO KaKO Ce jaBuo ybuuama 1a je us
[IPUIVIKOM Ipebuparsa JellieBa, Ipyje Hero LITo
ux 6alajy y jamy, anu fa cy ra HaKOH Tora paHWU/IN
BajoHeToM y rpysy u 6amyin y jamy. ,,Kaza cam ce
OCBMjeCTMO, CXBaTMO CaM Ja Ce HajlasyM y IIOHOPY
IaKja, Ha TOMMJIM JelleBa...”

Ha cayyan HaumH, Te jyHCKe HOhW IVKBUIV-
paHo je 125 Cpba, cranosuuka Koputa, ca mpesu-
menmuma: Bjeaunua, Mnyman, Jymuanh, Jakmmh,
Hocosuh, Poray, Csopuas, CTaPOBMh, IITakoTra,
Tpxsma, Munosuh, Pagan u Illaposuh. Jakos
Munosuh je ycnmo na nobjerte us jame, a U3 me
ce KacHMje M3BYKJIO jOIlI HEKOIMKO CTPaJalnX,
Kao wro cy Hymasn Jakmuh u Pagosan [Mlakora.
3axBamyjyhu ToMme, 7. jyHa IONIOLHE HOILIA je
rpylla HaOpPy>XaHMX JbYAM U U3BYKJIa U3 jaMe CBe
TIpeXMBjesie XXPTBe — YKYIIHO X OCMOPMUILY, Of,
KOjMX je jefaH ogMax IPeMMHYO. YCTallle Cy Kac-
Huje mobure joIn HeKOAMKO mpeoctanux Cpba y
OKOIVMHY 1 y MjecTy ['anko u mobarmane ux y jamy,
aIu Cy ¥ BUIIe IyTa Lonasuan u 6ananu 6ombe y
TY UCTY jaMy La HeKO CIy4ajHO He Oy IPeXXMBIIO.
IIpmamkom IocaujepaTHe eKCXyMaluje, U3 Te
jame cy M3By4eHM OCTallM HajMame 186 mbyan, of
Kojux cy mux 136 6uan u3 Kopura, a ocranu us
Ipyrux mjecta. Hema HuKakBe cyMise y TO fa 6um
cwenehe Hohm m peocTano CTaHOBHMINTBO cena

Kopwuta 6mno noybujamo u 6aueno y Kopuhky

while they were sorting corpses, before throwing
them into the pit, and told them that he had been
alive, but they had wounded him into his chest
with the bayonet and had thrown him into the pit.
“When I woke up, I realized that I was in the belly
of the hell, on a heap of corpses...”

On that June night, in a similar way, 125
Serbian inhabitants from Korenita were murdered,;
their family names were: Bjelica, Glusac, Dumni¢,
Jaksié, Nosovié, Rogaé, Svorcan, Starovi¢, Sakota,
Trklja, Milovié, Radan and Sarovié. Jakov Milovié
managed to escape from the pit as well as several
more victims such as DusSan Jaksi¢ and Radovan
Sakota. Thanks to their survival, a group of armed
people came in the evening on 7 June and pulled
out all the survivors - eight of them in total, out of
whom one died immediately. Later, the Ustashas
also killed several remaining Serbs in Gacko
and threw them in a pit returning several times
and throwing bombs into it so that no one could
survive. There were 186 human remains pulled
out of the pit during the post-war exhumation
out of which 136 were from Korita while the rest
were from other places. It is beyond doubt that
all of the inhabitants of village Korita would have
been killed and thrown into Kori¢ka pit hadn't
they run away empty-handed the night before in
Montenegro and nearby mountains. The Ustashas
then looted frantically the village and property
of the inhabitants that they had previously killed



jamy ma Huje nobjermo, 6e3 urnje ndera, y Lipuy
T'opy 1 oxonHe IIaHMHe. YCTalle Cy Taza OTIIO-
yese 6jecOMyYHy I/aYKy MMOBMHE Cela 4uje
Cy CTAaHOBHMIUTBO IO6MaM U mpoTtjepany. Huje
I/badyKaHa caMo CTOKa, Beh cBe LITO ce MOIJIO
OIBAYKATI: XKVTO, MJIMjEIHM IIPOU3BOAY, IoCyhe,
IIOCTe/bVIHA, IIO/BOTIPMBPEHE alaTKe. 3BaHNYHA
yCTalllKa BJIACT je OIl/bayKaHOM MMOBMHOM IIPaK-
TuYHO HarpahuBana ycraure xosmade, na 6u Ha
Taj HaYMH JCKOIIala HeIIpeMOCTuB ja3s mamehy
CPIICKOT ¥ MYCIMMAaHCKOT CTAHOBHMIIITBA ¥ OBOM
IIOTPaHMYHOM IIOAPYYjY.

[Mocmarpajyhm ciy4daj smounta y ceny Kopura
IOTPe6HO je 06paTUTH MaXKEy Ha BUILIE KapaKTe-
puctuka snounHa HIX y XepreropuHu. JegHa o,
IJMaBHMX KapaKTepJMCTMKA CYPOBOCTY 3JI0YMHA
Ha KpaIIKOM IOAPY4jy XepuerosuHe, 1 Jajke Ha
cjeBeposaman npeko JImBamckor moma, Kympeca,
Hanmanyje n Kpajuse, jecre peHOMEH Kpaurkmx
jama 1 mehmHa. Pagy ce 0 TyKOTMHaMa y KPAIIIKOM
KameHoOM pesmedy, LybuHe ox 10 no 20 meTapa,
mma cse o npeko 100 meTtapa. OHe cy, y CypoBUM
oGpaqynmma 1941. ropuHe, of, cCTpaHe 371049MHaLA
xopuirheHe 3a baname youjeHUX XPTaBa, KaKo
6u ce GU3MYKY OLCTPAHNMIA THjela IOCTPASALNK
¥ KaKo 6u ce AMKBMIAnyja moTBpAnia. XXprsae,
Koje Cy IIpeXX1Bjejie Hallage XJAaJfHMM ¥ BaTpeHMM
Opy>KjeM M3Ha[ jama, bauaHe Cy y jame 1 mmaie
Ccy BeoMa MaJly LIIAHCY 3a M3/Ia3ak U3 mbux. Takobe,

l'[OCJII/Ije 3JI049VHa, 3JICYMHIN Cy C€ 9eCTO BpahaJm

and expelled. Not only the cattle were robbed,
but everything that could be taken: wheat, dairy
products, dishes, bed sheets, agricultural tools.
The Ustasha slaughters were practically praised
by the official Ustasha administration that allowed
such robberies of the property in order to create
insuperable gap between Serbian and Muslim
inhabitants in the borderline region.
Considering the case study of the crime in
Korita village, it is necessary to pay attention to
several characteristics of the crimes committed
by NDH in Herzegovina. One of the main
characteristics of the cruelty of the crimes on the
solutional terrain of Herzegovina, and further to
the northwest of Livanjsko polje, Kupres, Dalmatia
and Krajina, is the phenomenon of solutional
pits and caves. The word is about cracks in
solutional stony relief, deep 10-20 metres and
over more than 100 metres. They were used by
the criminals for throwing the victims in them
during barbaric clashes in 1941 so as to physically
dispose of the victims’ bodies, but also to confirm
the liquidations. The victims who had survived the
killings with cold weapons and firearms above the
pits were thrown into them with low chances to
get out of there. Also, the criminals usually used
to get back to the pits, after the crimes, in order
to finish off the victims by throwing the bombs,
rocks, etc. A document by the NDH organs from
Herzegovina was found in the archives which

Ha jame HacTojehm Ja mOTYKy XpTBe famamem
6om6bm, KaMerba 1 0CTanor. Y apXMBUMA je Ipo-
HabheH mokymeHT oprara HJIX u3 Xepiierosmse
KOjJ CBjefouM Ja je KalalyTeT jaMa MICIMTUBaH
3a BojHe I10Tpebe ,, M paay APYTuX eBeHTYaTHUX
mckopuirhasama’.

TTo HEeKMM MCTPaXXMBaBUMA, jaMe cy (YKymHo
36) mocraie crpaTuiuTa Xepuerosaukux Cpba, Lok
ce 6poj ucTHX, Ha KOMIIETHO] TepuTopmju HIX,
MOJKe MjepUTH ¥ CTOTMHaMa. Y IOMeHYTOM TaJa-
cy smoumHa y rpany Tpebussy, Cpbu cy o crpaue
yCTamkux 3noumHana dananm y [Ipugsopuaxy
jamy, kao u y jamy Kanasuua y Jbybusy (8. jyn
1941. ca 114 ybujenux) u jamy Haugypuna (36
ybujennx). OBe jame cy mocTaze cumb01m 3710-
ynHa Hag Cpbuma. V obnactu [lomosor mosma,
n3mehy Jbybursa u Tpebussa, yxsaheno je u y jamy
Jaronmauy, y Mmjecty Pxxanmu, fo 23. jyHa 1941. ronu-
He, 6aueno 165 Cpba. Kacuuje he, y aBrycry, jama y
mjecty lllypmannm, ko Mebyropja, Busome 6pzo,
Kao ¥ MHOTe [pyre, mocraty Hajseha cTparmira
Cpb6a 3 YarmyHe U OKOIMHE.

[IpBy 06AMIY HAPOAHOT OTIIOPA Ha TEPUTO-
puju HIX 6uiu cy 3abumexxeru y mjecty Cpricko
Kujeso, xox Canckor Mocra, Ha Byphesnan 1941.
ropguHe. Kpajem maja 1941. rogyHe, Ha KOCY 3BaHOj
Ipazguunna, y 6ausuamM MaHacTypa MoltaHuna,
Koz Jlybuite, pasroBapaso ce O IOAMU3AY yCTaH-
ka. ,Jybuuka cjeva KkHe30Ba" mecuia ce 26. jyna,
KaJa Cy ycTalle y cenmma AruHny, Bramkosiy,

proves that the capacities of the pits had been
examined for military purposes “or other possible
uses”.

According to some researches, thirty-six pits
became execution sites for Herzegovinian Serbs
and, speaking of the whole territory of NDH,
there were hundreds of them. In the previously
mentioned wave of crimes in the town of
Trebinje, the Serbs were immediately thrown
by the Ustashas in Pridvoricka pit. Also, Ljubinje
pit in Kapavica (8 June 1941, with 114 killed) and
Pandurica pit with thirty-six killed people became
the symbol of the crimes against Serbian people. In
area Popovo polje, between Ljubinje and Trebinje,
165 Serbs were caught and thrown in Jagodnjaca pit
in town RZani do on 23 June 1941. Later, in August,
a pit in town Surmanci, near Medugorje, Bivolje
brdo as well as many others would become the
biggest execution sites of the Serbs from Capljina
and nearby places.

The first forms of resistance in the territory
of NDH were recorded in Srpsko Kijevo near
Sanski Most, on St George’s Day in 1941. In the
end of 1941, on a slope called Gradinica in vicinity
of Mostanica monastery near Dubica, there
was initiative to raise an uprising. A so called
‘Slaughter of Dubica Princes’ happened on 26
July when the Ustashas took 35 men from 16 to
62 from villages Aginci, Vlaskovci, Novoselci and

Parnice and then brought them to Dubica where



HepeTBa - HajBeha rpo6HMIIa XeplieroBaukux Cpoa,
HOCHJIA je BeJIMKM 6p0j CPIICKUX XXPTaBa [10
MeTkoBurha 1 JafipaHCKOT Mopa TOKOM [Ipyror
cBeTcKoT pata. (M3Bop: apxuB CHII , [Tpe6uioBiu”)

Neretva — the biggest tomb of the Serbs from
Herzegovina, it carried endless piles of corpses way

to the sea and Metkovici, whose inhabitants were
protesting against the ban of fishing. Cleaning of the sea
from corpses is visible in the Italian photographs. SND
Prebilovci Archives










Hosocenuu u IlapHuIlle mokynmie, ofpene y
Nybuy u y6umme 35 myIukapana oz, 16 10 62 romu-
He. ITocnuje 3nm0umHa y KopuTmma cprcky Hapozn y
XepIeroBMHM je YBUIMO Ja My IPMjeT IOTIYHO
QM3NUKO YHUIITEE, [1a Ce KPEHYIO Y OpraHmu30-
Bame opy>xaHor yctaHka npotus HIX. Tatymom
yCTaHKa CPIICKOT Hapofa Y XepIeroByH, a TUMe
¥ JaTyMOM IIPBOT yCcTaHKa Ha Tepuropuju HIX,
MOJXKe ce cMaTpaTH 6. jyH 1941. roguHe, Kaga Cy
OpraHyM30BaHO HaNlaJHyTe ,,0Py)XKHIYKe IocTaje”
HIXy pejony l'anka, y IOrpaHMYHOM I10jacy Ipe-
ma lIproj 'opu, mpuje ceera y cenmma Eppeso u
Kasaunu. OBe aknuje Cy m3asBaHe IPETXOLHMM
casHameM O 3J04YMHY ycTallla, MycAMMaHa U3
®dasznarmha Kyne, y Kopuruma. Hakon osora,
yCTaHMIIM Cy II03Baly Ha yCTaHaK ¥ HapoJ, OKOJI-
HJX Cpe30Ba 1 of Tafa ce Kpehe y opraumsosa-
He aKTMBHOCTM YCTaHKa Koje Tpajy HapeJHUX
Mjeceny y KOHTMHyuUTeTy. OBaj JaTyM ce Lyro
3aII0CTaB/bao M3 BUIIE MEOJOIIKNMX Pasiora, a
3a ycTaHak y XepIleroBMHM y3MMaH je 24. jyH 1
Hamaj Ha yCTalIKy ,,0PyXXHIYKY II0CTajy" y cemxy
Jlykasan kon Hesecuma. OBaj JaTyM ce y31Mao
300r XpoHOIIOIIKe Be3e ca HamagoM Tpeher pajxa
Ha CCCP, xoju je 3amodgeT 22. jyHa.

Vceranak y HIX n36mo je, fakie, CKOpo LBa
Mjecella IIpuje mellaBama y JipBapy, Ha OmTpemny
u Jajbe, IITO HMKAKO He yMakyje 3Hadaj OHOra
mTo ce gecuno y Kpajunm 27. jyna 1941. ronuHe.

Bpio je 6utHO pehn ma cy cprckm ycraHuny Ha

they were slaughtered. After the crime in Korita,
the Serbian people in Herzegovina realised that
they were threatened with the complete physical
extermination, so they began to organise an armed
uprising against NDH. The date of the Serbian
people uprising in Herzegovina can be considered
6 June 1941 when they carried out an organised
attack on the NDH’s “armed stations” in the
region of Gacko in the borderline stripe towards
Montenegro, first of all in village Brljevo-Kazanci.
The attack was provoked upon learning about the
crime by Ustasha Muslims’ from Fazlagi¢a kule in
Korita. After this, the rebel fighters called people
from nearby districts to uprising and from that
time on the organised rebellious activities would
continuously last for the next few months. This
date was neglected for a long time due to various
ideological reasons and the date that was taken to
mark the beginning of the uprising in Herzegovina
was 24 June and an attack on the Ustasha ‘armed
station’ in village Lukavac near Nevesinje. The
date was suitable because of the chronology with
the Third Reich attack on the USSR that had begun
on 22 June.

So, the uprising in NDH broke out almost
two months before events in Drvar, OStrelj and
further on which doesn’t diminish the importance
of what happened in Krajina on 27 July1941. It
is very important to say that in the beginning

Serbian rebels had only one ideology which was

IOYeTKY MIMaIM CaMo jeIHY MAEONO0THjy, a TO je
6opb6a mporms remouyzga y HIOX. Uneomomke
Iozjerne v CyKobu, Kao ¥ MCTAaKHYTY IPUIALHMAI
pasaMyYMTHX ULEONOTMja, HAMETHYTH Kao Bobe,
JOLILIN Cy KacHMje ca CBYM OHMM IITO, OCMM Ha-
Iaja ¥ arpecyje CIOJ/bHOT HellpujaTesba HalMCTa
M BBVIXOBMX CaBe3HMKa, HOCU U rpahaHCKy pat u
peBoayuja.

JyHcku ycraHak y XepleroBUHM, HeEros
IIpBM Tajac, Tpajao je mo 7. jyra 1941, xaza ce y
Knudumom Ceny cpehy momobparcko-ycTamke u
VTaNVjaHCKe jeAVHNIIE, 8 YCTAaHWULY ce pasbujajy y
jolI Makbe IpyIle ¥ IIOBJIAYe ce y IIJIaHKWHe. Y TOKY
jyHckor ycranka ocmoboheHa je Bapoin ABToBaL,
Ha BupgoBnan, 28. jyHa, a YKYIIHO je U3 CTpoja
m3baveHo oxo 500 ycramma u fomobpana. Takobe,
y XepLeroBmMHM Cy yOMjeHN YCTAIIKM IPBALY
3BonKko [Tocrmiuma u Mujo Babnh Hosaun. Hakon
aBI'yYCTOBCKMX IIOKOJ/ba IIOHOBO Ce AVIXKe HOBM Ta-
J1aC yCTaHKa, Koju he MpaKTMYIHO 3aroCIIOfapuUTI
TEPUTOPMjOM MICTOIHE XepIeroByHe.

V XepIieroBMHM ce MOTY U3[BOjUTY TPU Taja-
ca 3JI04MMHa HaT, Cp6mv1a 1941. ronuse. O mpBOM, Ha
mpenasy maj—jyH, Beh cmo roBopuiy, a Zpyru je
6110 3a CPIICKM HAUMOHAMHY IPasHUK Bumospan.
Oba cy mpeTexXHO KapaKTepyCaly 3I09NHY HaT,
eIVTOM ¥ MYIIKVM CTaHOBHMIITBOM, KaKo 6u1
ce Hapog 06e3raBuo. YIIIaBHOM Ce jOII YBUjeK
HIje MIIJIO Ha OPTaHM30BaHO YHIUIITEHe XeHa I

Ijene. MehyTum, y aBrycToBCKOM Tanacy 3IodmHa

fight against the total annihilation - genocide in
NDH. Ideological divisions and clashes as well as
distinguished members of different ideologies
imposed as leaders came later with all other things
that a civil war and revolution bear apart from
the attack and aggression by the external enemy.

The June uprising in Herzegovina, its first
wave, lasted to 7 July 1941 when home-guard and
the Ustasha units, on one side, and Italian unites,
on the other side, met in Kifino Selo which caused
the rebels to break into even smaller groups and
retreated to the mountains. During the June
uprising Avtovac town was liberated on St Vitus
Day, on 28 June, and 500 Ustashas and home-
guards were put out of action. Also, the Ustasa
leaders Zvonko Pospisil and Mijo Babié¢ Giovani
were killed in Herzegovaina. A new wave of
rebellions was raised after August slaughters
that will practically conquer territories of eastern
Herzegovina.

Three waves of crimes against the Serbs in
Herzegovina in 1941 can be determined. We have
already written about the first one, from the end
of May and the beginning of June, and the second
one happened for a Serbian national holiday St
Vitus Day. Both were characterised by crimes
over the elite and male inhabitants in order to
behead the people. Organised annihilation of
women and children mostly didn’t happen at

the time. However, in the August wave of the
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Crapy MOCT Kof YarybuHe 610 je MjeCcTo Mydera 1 CMPTH XeplieroBaukyux Cpba (M3sop: CHII , ITpe6uioB1n")

The old bridge near Capljina was the place of torture and death of Herzegovinian Serbs

SND Prebilovci Archive

¥ OBe HajpamlBlje KaTeropyje CTaHOBHMIIT-
Ba JIOIJIe CY Ha yZap HOBOCTBOPeHEe XpBAaTCKe
Ipxase. Jlpyru Tamac MacoOBHMX 3/I04MHA OMIN
cy ,,Bunosnancku moxomu” (msmehy ocranor, n
onMasza 3a capajesckyu Bumosnan 1914), Ha Bjep-
CKVI IIPasHMK KOju ce obuiperxkasa 28. jyHa. Tama
cy mocebuo crpaganu Cpbu y mjecty Cronar u

oxonuHY. TOM IIPUIMKOM Cy YOMjeHNM CKOPO CBY
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criminal actions these most vulnerable categories
came under attack of the new Croation state. The
second wave of the mass crimes was so called “St
Vitus Day slaughters” (among the other reasons in
retaliation for the Sarajevo St Vitus Day in 1914)
for a religious holiday that is celebrated on 28
June. Especially Serbs in Stolac and nearby places
suffered then. Almost all adult Serbian men were

OZipaciIy CPICKM MyIIKapIy y ceamma: [abera,
Ipaueso, Jybpasuua, Topwe XpacHo, Kpyuieso,
Bypmasu, [lonparu, Owannhu, Jabpuna, Kosnie,
[Tjemneau, MThenan Kpcr, Jbybmennna, Ilpes,
ITjecuy, Jloxse u Peunrie. Hajsehe rpobumie xp-
TaBa 6uie cy pujexe HepeTsa u Bperasa, 3aTum
OmnyseH y Janmanuju, Bunoso nospe, aam u jour
JleceTMHe jamMa ¥ CTPaTHUIITA.

JenHa oz cienUIHNX KapaKTePUCTMKA 3710-
4JHA jecTe BIXOBO CIIPOBOherse Ha BjepcKe IIpas-
HyKe XpTaBa. HakoH 036m/pHUX rybuTaka Koje je
nperpijena kpajem 1941. y 60p6u ca ycTaHMIIMA,
ycramka Muannyja us lopmer Bopua, Behmuckor
MYCAMMAaHCKOT MjecTa u ynopuiura HIX, Ha mo-
Tesy m3mehy lauxa u KanuHoBuKa, ycmjepuina ce
Ha 6ecrioMOhHO CpPIICKO CTAHOBHMINUTBO y MjeCTy
IMpmasopuua u y okomnHN. KpBaBy 3/104MH 11049€0
je Ha Banse Bede, 6. jaHyapa 1942. ronuHe, Kaja je
ybujeno 15 wianosa Asuje amuiuanje. Cyrpanas, 7.
jaHyapa, y ocBUT, cBaka kyha y cexy IlpmuzaBopuimu
6rna je 6moxkmpana gy6OKIM CHYjerom, Koju je ma-
[lao HeIIpecTaHo HeKOJIMKO faHa 1 Hohu. YcTarre
Cy caomuITHIe Ia je HapeheHo ma cBM ompacin
MYIIKapLy OgMax Noly Kof IpKBe pafy JOroBopa
0 BpeMeHY ¥ HauMHY eBaKyallije IPUABOPIMIKIX
Cpba y HeBecubcko-raTauxy [lospiu. Jbynu cy ce
fe3 morosopa ¥ Ma KaKBOT OTIIOPA YIYTUIN, ¥
[IpaTH HAOPYXXAHMX yCTallla, Ha IyOMININTe,
Impen mTany Koja ce Hazaswuiaa y OAM3MHN

IIPKBeE. Tamo Cy X oAMax II0Be3ajVi Y II0ABPIIN
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killed on the occasion in villages: Gabela, Dracevo,
Dubravica, Gornje Hrasno, Kru$evo, Burmazi,
Poprati, O$aniéi Dabrica, Kozice, Pjesivac, ééepan
Krst, Ljubljenica, Prenj, Pjesci, Lokve and Recice.
The biggest tombs for the victims were the river
Neretva and the river Bregava, then Opuzan
in Dalmatia, Vidovo polje and tens of pits and
execution sites.

One of the specific characteristics is crimes
on religious holidays celebrated by the victims.
The Ustasha militia from Gornji Bora¢, a Muslim
village and NDH stronghold on the stretch
between Gacko and Kalinovik, headed to helpless
Serbian inhabitants in village Pridvorice and
nearby places after grave losses that they suffered
in combats with the rebels in late 1941. The bloody
crime started on Christmas Eve, on 6 January
1942 when 15 members from two families were
killed. The next day, at dawn on 7 January every
house in village Pridvorica was blocked with
snow that was falling incessantly for a couple
of days and nights. The Ustashas announced an
ordered that all adult men had to come at church
for agreement on time and means of evacuation
of the Serbs from Pridvorica in Nevesinje-Gatac
surface. The men went without complaint and
any kind of resistance, in escort by the armed
Ustashas, to the execution site before a stall that
was near church. They were immediately tied

and subjected to horrible torture and mutilation



CTPaBMYHOM MyYeHy U MPIBapewy 1 Ha Kpajy
no6man KYHOalumMa, HOXEBMMA, MOTKaMa.
Hexmma cy cjexupama omcujenany riase, LITO je
yTBpheHO IpmaAnKoOM eKCXyMaliyje JeleBa pasy
caxpaHe. HakoH nukBuganmje ogpacianx MyI-
Kapara, miabhe XeHe U LjeBojKe Cy HaTjepaHe ga
IIOKYIIe YHaKa)keHe JIellleBe CBOjMX O4eBa, MyXXeBa
u 6pahe u Habanajy ux y nowu gno mrane. CBe Te
HecpehHe jXeHe 1 [jeBojKe Cy IOTOM CHUIIOBAHE,
IIa OHJIa 3aTBOpPEeHe Y TOPHM 1O IITalle, Ihje Cy, ¥
MehyBpeMmeRy, IoTjepaHa 11 BIXOBa Ijella, MajKe,
Baxe u cBexpse. lllTana je, Ha Kpajy, CII0/ba 32TBO-
peHa u 3anakeHa. Kazga cy 17. anpumia 1942. roguHe
jemnuune HaponHoocmoboamnaauke napTusaHcKe
" nobpoBosbauKe BOjCKe JyrocaaBuje 0cIo60amIe
[IpupBopuIly, HauIIe Cy Ha CTpaBMYaH IIPM30pD:
Haropjese /byJCcKe HOTe BUpMIe Cy Kpo3 BpaTa
JOeT Ayijeia IITajle, a yHyTpa ce Byjea ToMuIa
IoNyyI/beHMCcaHMX Jeliesa. [To rapaBum suI0Bu-
Ma, Koju cy cablacHO IITPYaLu YBUC, BULjere Cy
ce 3alyjell/beHe JKeHCKe IIJIeTeHNIIe Koje, 3a49yao0,
Hucy msropjere Beh cy ocrane mpuanjerseHe 3a
oropjene 3MAOBe, Ka0 HMjeMM CBjefoIM yxaca
Koju ce osAje ogurpao. Oko LITanxe Cy ce, Ty 1
TaMo, HaJIas3yJIy JelleB) OHMX KOjJ Cy YCIIjenn ga
VICKOYe 13 IaK/Ia ¥ MOKyIIanay Ia nobjersy, anu
Cy 3IAMKOBAaYKM KypIuymu 6man 6pxxu of, Bux. Y
JIpyroj LITaly, TAje Cy Ha JICTY HadMH IMKBUIN-
paHe zmpyre mopozuie, HaheHe cy y hourkosuma

Tpylié 3arp/b€HIX JIeIIeBa, OYNINIENLHO POooVTe/ha

and eventually killed with butts, knifes and bats.
Some were decapitated which was affirmed during
exhumation of the corpses and their proper burial.
Younger women and girls were forced to collect
disfigured corpses of their fathers, husbands and
brothers after liquidation of the adult men and
pile them in the lower part of the stall. All that
unfortunate women and girls were rapped after
that and then closed in the upper part of the stall
where their children, mothers, grandmothers and
mothers-in-law were transported in the meantime.
The stall was, eventually, locked from the outside
and burnt down. When the Partisan unites of the
People’s Liberation Army and Volunteer Army of
Yugoslavia liberated Pridvorice on 17 April 1942,
they found a horror scene: burnt human legs were
reaching out from the lower part of the stall and
inside they saw a pile of half-charred corpses.
Women's braids which, curiously, hadn’t burnt
out but remained fixed to the burnt walls as silent
witnesses to the horror that had occurred there
could be seen adhered to the ghastly sticking up
charred walls. Around the stall, here and there,
there were corpses of those who managed to jump
out of the hell and try to escape, but the criminals’
bullets were faster than them. In another stall,
where other families were liquidated in the same
way as those before them, corpses of apparently
parents and children were found in the corners

hugging each other. There were more than 160

u gjene. V [IpyABOpULY je YKYIHO y6ujeHOo mpe-
Ko 160 mmua. Tagan 6poj je Hemoryhe yTBpauTH,
Oynyhu ma HUKO He 3Ha KOAMKO je 6mio beba Koje
oIpaciay 13 OKOJHMX MjecTa HIUCY IIO3HaBallu
” Koje 360T CEOCKOT HaYMHa JXMBOTA jOILI HUCY
6uie ynucate y Kiure pohennux. ITomro HUKO
HMje ycmmo fa nobjerte, CBU CPICKY LOMOBU Y
ceny IlpupBopuiia 3ayBMjeK Ccy yrauleHM. oIl
jemaH 3JI04YMH Ha BjepCKM IIPA3HUK 3a061bexeH je
Ha puMmokaronnuky Boxuh, 25. nenembpa 1944.
roguHe, Kaja cy ycraile y cenuma Pamka I'opa
u Pamrtarny, cjesepHo ox MocTapa, Ha 3BjepCcKI
HayyH y6uie 117 cpunckux umsuia, mehy xojuma
je 6mo u Benukm 6poj njeme. Taxobhe, u y oBom
ciy4ajy Benmky 6poj )KpTaBa je CrabeH.
KapakTepucTuyuHo 3a cTpajame y Xeple-
TOBVHIM jecTe CTpaZaibe IpaJiCKOT CTAHOBHMIIT-
Ba MocTapa. VbucTBa, MHTepHAaLVje Y JIOTOPE,
pacemaBabe, M36jerINIITBO, CAMO Cy LVIO CTpa-
nama Cpba Xepuerosuse u Mocrapa 1941—1945.
roguiee. O ToMe cBeMy cBjenoue, cana Beh 1obpo
II03HATY, CA9yBaHM JOKYMEHTH O ,JICe/baBay y
Cpbujy*, mro je 610 aAMUHICTPATUBHY eydeMuC-
TUYKY TEPMMH 33 MHTePHALN]y ¥ CHCTeMe JIoropa
cmptu Tociiuh-Jagosno-Ilai, a 110 F€TOBOM Tallle sy
n 'y Jacenosay, xao u y aorop Iaiipal. TparcmopTu
n3 Mocrapa, y Kojuma cy TpaucnoproBauu Cpbu
u3 Mocrapa, anu u 3 Tpebursa, Croma n JbyOnsa,
CaKyIUbaHU Cy Y MjecTy JabmaHmuIa IoYeTKOM aB-

rycra 1941. TpaucnopTu oz 5. u 8. aBrycra bpojammn

people killed in total in Pridvorica. The exact
number is impossible to affirm because no one
knows how many babies there were unknown to
the adults from the nearby places not signed in in
the register of births due to the rural way of life.
As no one managed to escape, all Serbian homes
were extinguished for good in village Pridvorica.
Another crime was recorded on Roman Catholic
Christmas, on 25 December 1944, when the
Ustashas bestially murdered 117 Serbian civilians
among whom there were many children in villages
Raska Gora and Rastani to the north of Mostar. In
this case many victims were burnet as well.
Suffering of the urban citizens from Mostar
is characteristic of sufferings in Herzegovina.
Murders, camp internments, displacement,
banishment represent parts of Serbian sufferings
in Herzegovina and Mostar 1941-1945. It is proven
by, now already well-known, saved documents on
“displacement to Serbia” which was a euphemistic
administrative term for internment in death
camps system Gospic¢-Jadovno-Pag and after their
liquidation in Jasenovac as well as in Caprag camp.
Transports of the Serbs from Mostar as well as
from Trebinje, Stolac and Ljubinja were gathered
in Jablanica in early August 1941. The transports
from 5 and 8 August counted about 750 people.
Only some of them went to Serbia - in Zemun. The
transport from 14 August was the last one when

people were caught randomly, after that the whole



Wtanujancke boTorpaduje 3nmoumHa Hag CpoéyMa y OKOJIMHYM Yarybu-

He 3a KOje je Kao oAToBOpaH 6uo HaBefeH ®paro Bero.

Italian photographs of the crimes against the Serbs around Capljina for
which Franjo Vega was declared responsible
SND Prebilovci Archives




cy oxo 750 syzy. Camo many 6poj BUX je OTHIIA0
npema Cpbuju — y 3emyH. Tparcuopr of 14.
aBrycra 610 je IOC/be s II0 HACYMMUYHOM Ca-
KyIL/baky, II0C/IMje Tora YiTaBe CPIICKe IOPoAuIe
TpIaHe Cy y BaroHe y by IOTIIYHOT YMLIherba
rpaja oJ cpIcke momnyraanuje. IIpencTojHMK
IpaJCcKOT pefapCTBa, CypOBY YCTAIIKM 3/I09MHAI]L
Kpeummup Kpranuh, asrycra 1941, ynytuo je Hus
mpornaca Mocrapckum Cpbuma Koju cy 063Hamu-
BaHM U IMjeIl/beHM II0 rpajy y BUAY ILJIaKara.
[Towrro cy Beh uHTepHMpaHe mpeTXOnHe rpyIe
Cpb6a o abenefHOM pefocanjesy IOIeTHOT CI0Ba
IIpesyMeHa, Y IPorIacy of 16. aBrycra mymcajo je:

,1103muBajy ce cBu Cpbu, ca YIaHOBMMA CBOjUX
IIOpOAMIIA, YMja IpesyMeHa oYy croBuMa K,
JI, Jb, H n Ib, ma ce 17. oBor mjecemna, y 17.00 catu
HaBede CKyIle Ha )Ke/be3HIIKO] II0CTajy pajy Jic-
emmersa y Cpbujy. Brak ucemennka kpehe TouHo y
11.00 caru HaBeye".

OBaj TpaHCHOPT, y KOjeM Cy II03BaHM MOTIN
MOHMjeTH caMo HajHyXHUje muyHe cTBapu (50
KT) 1 y KojuMa je, Kao u paHumje, 610 HajcTpoxe
sanpujeheHo nponaBarse MMOBIHE VIV [IOMAarambe
Cpbuma, KapaKTepUCTUYaH je II0 TOMe LITO Cy T'a
3ayCTaBIIM VI OCYjeTU/AM UTAANjaHCKV BOjHULIN
nuBu3mje ,,Mapka“ ¥ TaKO CIIpMjed I IOTIIYHI
HecTaHak Cpba u3 rpazga.

YV MocTapy ¥ oKoaIMHM je, kpajeM 1941, on He-
KaJallByX HelTo mpeko 8.000 Cpba ocTamo camo

852 nmuua cpricke HanyioHanHoOCTH. IIponjemyje ce

Serbian families were packed into wagons with
the aim of complete city cleansing of the Serbian
population. The president of the city police, a
cruel Ustasha criminal, Kre§imir Krtalié¢ sent a
series of publicly announced proclamations to the
Serbs from Mostar put all over the city as posters.
As the previous groups of the Serbs had already
been interned by the alphabetical order, in the
proclamation from 16 August it was written:

“All Serbs are called, with their family me-
mbers, whose family names start with K, L, L], N
and NJ to gather at the train station on 17th this
month at 17.00 p.m. for displacement to Serbia.
The train leaves at 11.00 p.m. sharp”.

This transport, in which the called ones could
bring only the most needed personal things (50
kg) and in which it was strictly forbidden property
selling or helping the Serbians, was characteristic
because it was halted and thwarted by Italian
soldiers from the ‘Marka’ division who prevented
the complete disappearance of the Serbs from the
city.

Only 852 out of former more than 8,000
Serbians stayed in Mostar and nearby places in
late 1941. It is estimated that 1,024 Serbians from
Mostar were killed during the summer in 1941.
Many were interned into camps, about 2,500
according to some researches. According to
contemporary research there were 1,424 Serbians

from Mostar who lost their lives in the Second

Ia je TokoM jbeta 1941. y6ujero 1.024 MocTapcKux
Cpba. Bennxu 6poj je MHTEpHpaH y IOTOPE, II0 He-
KVIM JCTpaXkyuBamyMa oko 2.500. ITo caBpemeHUM
MICTpaXKVBamBVIMa, YKyIHO 1.424 mocrapckux Cpba
m3ry6muio je sxusore y Jipyrom cBjerckom paty. Of,
Tora, 361 ocoba je ybujeHa y KOMILIEKCY JI0ropa
cmpru Tociiuh-JagosHo-ITal u 135 y KOMILIEKCY
Joropa CMpPTHM Jacenosay, Koju cy on MocTapa

yIoa/beHV HEKOJIVKO CTOTVHa KMJioMeTapa.

[Tanopamcka doTorpaduja [Tpebunosaiia 13 1974. roguHe

(VMsBop: apxuBa CHJI , ITpe6noBIn")

Panoramic photo of Prebilovci from 1974
SND Prebilovci Archives

World War. Out of that number 361 people were
killed in the death camps complex Gospi¢-Jadovno-
Pag and 135 in the complex of death camp Jasenovac
which are several hundreds of kilometres far away

from Mostar.




Pozivai T sa Cnn
L redarstyentin popisy pcw*nzﬁu s e O, D&
tanas 1§ O™ g 0 2l aaveder Sahupe i iy i DOS
Ry o SRBUL. \ 1ak iselicpaka KT auti ¢ todnu i I sal
fsetienics madu pras bSthﬂ'beL!gbﬂJ Ky priljag
say SV novas gye svmie dr&gnrjc'-nit\. | ‘
Sy Cadal I8, r UM w dbini w,‘ipui'.r»-"u 14115
koM, moraju r4“A\kd!&!kl”‘J\H'\x Jprstano
s | Kuomag s Droje Pl

Kim
- ArdzImend, ul

L e nnaz0akM |



010j MM JyXKHOj XepIeroBMHM IpyuIa-

na monpydje Croua, Nybpasa, XpacHa,

Yanssuue u Jbybyuikor, kao u Merkosuh
u OmyseH, Koju ce JaHac Hajnase y XpBaTckoj. OBo
[IOZipy4je je 6110 Hace/bEHO joIII Y IPeSaHTIYKO
Loba. Y paHOM CpenibeM BUjeKy, y Bpujeme ceobe
CIOBEHCKVIX I/IEMeHa, Hace/baBajy ra Cpou. Jloma
XepuerosuHa y cacrasy Cpbuje Hemamsnha npea-
CTaBJ/ba 3HA4YajHY CIIOHY Ca BeHMM Haj3ala HIjM
KpajeBuMa, jaHaumoM Cpenrom Jammanyjom.
MInpum mogpydjem XyMcKe 3eMbe, KaKo ce TaZa
3Baza, y 12. Bujexy, ynpasipbao je Hemamus 6pat
kHe3 Mwupocias, a HemTo KacHuje u PacTko
Hemamuh, notowmu cserures Casa. Viasmia je
y cacTaB IIpBe enapxuje ca cjeguiureM y CTOHY,
HaKoH 1ITo je CBery CaBa M3BojeBao ayTokeda-
HocT CpIcke IpaBociaBHe IIpKBe. Y 14. BUjeKy
monpydje maHamme Jome XeplerosmHe Yo je
y cacTaB CpeIr0BjeKOBHe DOCaHCKe LpiKaBe IOf,
cpuckom gyHactujom Korpomanwnha.

rebilovci is a Serbian village in Lower
or South Herzegovina. It is located on a
brink of the river Neretva in municipality
of Capljina, today’s Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. It is 5 kilometres far away from
Capljina, 35 kilometres away from Mostar and
10 kilometres away from Metkoviéi. The very
name of the village has been mentioned only
in contemporary period, but family names
from there, such as Dragicevi¢ that is about five
centuries old, witness to its age. In Prebilovci
they are ancestors to families: Tripkovié¢, Medié,
Brnjasié, Cirié, Sarié, Zdrakanovié, Suhié and
Ekmecié. There also lived families Bulut, Medan,
Cuk, Bandur, NadaZdin, Peris$i¢, Mirkovié, Krunié,
Jokié, Purasovié, Reljié, Susié, Jahura...
Areas of Stolac, Dubrava, Hrasno, Capljina and
Ljubusko belong to Lower or South Herzegovina as
well as Metkovi¢ and Opuzen which are in today’s

Croatia. This area was populated even before

Meby BnacTeockmm mopozmuama, IOper
Kocaua, mpema xojuma he obmact mobutn ume,
Ha 0BOM IIOZPYYjy ce y 15. BUjeKy jaB/pa IIO3HaTa
CpIicKa BiacTeocka nmopoxmua Mmunopazosuh-
XpabpeH, unju pomoHavyenHuK je 6mo Crjeman
Mmnnopaznosuh. XXusjenn cy y npenjenuma cro-
naukux JNybpasa u XpacHa. Bunu cy nosHatu
3amyx6mHapy, a HajuosHaTuja 3anyxOuHa je
manacTup Xuromucanh, xao u upksa ca rpobo-
BuMa U ABuje cynadke croanie y Omamnhnma
koz, Croma. Ibuxose 3afyx6uHe Cy U LPKBe y
Tpujebmy, Knennuma. Msa sBux je ocrana mopo-
IW9HA HeKpomonaa y Pagumibi.

ITamom CpICKMX 3eMasba IIOf, TYPCKY BJIACT,
y Apyroj mosoBMHM 15. BUjeka, CPIICKYM HaApOL,
Jolasy y I0J0XKaj Hapoja Apyror peza. Mnak,
0Baj He3aBUJaH II0JI0XAj V IPBMM BMjeKOBMMA
HJje 3Ha4ajHO yIpo31o HapomHy cBujecT. [Ippu
Typcky monmucy XepluerosmuHe nonpydje Jome
XepueropuHe 03Ha4aBajy Kao CPICKY 3eMJbY.
ViMeHa Hacespa Cy 611 MCTO CPIICKA, a IIOMMCOM
je HaheHo Tek HexonMKO MycaMaHa. Y KacHjeM
Iepuozy, McaaMysaluja je y3umana ByuIle Maxa,
anm je jom y 17. BUjeKy CpICKO CTAHOBHMIITBO
6uno Hajbpojunje y Jorwoj XepreroBuHmM.

Crasse he yHexomko 6mTy npoMujerseHo y 18.
BUIjeKy, a HapounTo y 19. Bujeky, kaza ce y Jlomy
XeplerosnHy IJIaHCKY Hace/baBa PMMOKATOMNYIKO
CTaHOBHMIITBO ¥ BPUIM KOHCTAHTHA arpecyBHA

Bjepcka KoHBep3yuja. Ho, Hu Tajja CpIICKM OyX ¥

antiquity. In the early Middle Age period it was
settled by the Serbs. Lower Herzegovina as part
of Nemanji¢’s Serbia represented an important
link with its most western parts, today’s Middle
Dalmatia. The broader region of the Hum land,
as it was called back in 12th century, was ruled
by Nemanja’s brother Miroslav and later by Saint
Sava. It was also a part of the first eparchy with
its chair in Ston after Saint Sava managed to gain
autocephaly for the Serbian Church. In the 14th
century, the region of today’s Lower Herzegovina
became a part of the medieval Bosnian state under
the rule of Serbian dynasty Kotromanié.

Among noble families, besides Kosaci who
are to give their name to a region, a famous noble
family Miloradovi¢-Hrabren whose founder
was Stjepan Miloradovi¢ appeared in the 15th
century. They lived in regions of Stolac Dubrava
and Hrasan. They were famous trustees and their
most famous foundation was Zitomislié monastery
as well as a church with graves and two judges’
chairs in OSanji¢i near Stolac. Their foundations
are also churches in Trebinje, Klepci. The family
left behind them necropolis in Radimlje.

With fall of Serbian lands under the Turkish
rule in the 15th century, the Serbian people
became people of the second order. However, this
unenviable position in the first centuries didn’t
jeopardise significantly the people’s conscious.

The first Turkish censuses of Herzegovina



Crapa pasrieguulia JarbuHe

(MsBop: apxuB CHJI ,[Ipe6unoBLn’)

0Old postcard of Capljina
SND Prebilovci Archives
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OBMIM KDajeBMMa HUje KIOHYO, 0 YeMy CBjel04un
yueurhe Cpba 0BOr Kpaja y CBUM HalMOHATHIM
mocioBuMa Tora noba. Camo m3 [Ipebunosana y
IIpBOM CBjeTCKOM PaTy y4ecTBOBaIIO je 18 mobpo-
BOJ/pAIld ¥ CPIICKOj BOjCIIM, a BBMIX IeTOPMIA CY
Hocmouu ,,Anbancke cmomeHuIe”

Haxon memauke arpecuje Ha KpameBuny
Jyrocnasujy, jomr TokoM ANIPMICKOT paTa, Ipuje
BeHe KanuTylallje, Ha IOAPYYjy LaHaIlme
Xpsarcke (6es Bapame, VcTpe u nujenosa
,H,anmaumje), Bocue, XeprerosuHe u gujena Cp61/1je
(Cpem mo 3emyna), bopmupana je HesaBucua
Ipxasa Xpsarcka. JIp>xasa je y aBrycTy 1941.
roguHe aJMMHNUCTPATUBHO IIOAVje/heHa Ha 22
BenuKe xyre. Ho, mpuje oBe nogjene, BIacT Ccy Ha
JIOKQJIHOM HMBOY IIpey3JMajle MjecHe yCTalllKe
opraHmsanyje, JOK Cy 3a OPraHM3anyjy Ha HUBOY
peruja 6mam 3amysxeHy MCTAKHYTU YCTALIKNU
npBany. Tako je Ha 4eslo yCTAIIKOT CTOXepa 3a
XepueroBuHy 610 IOCTaB/beH afBOKaT IlaBao
ITaHKM, KacHMju MUHMCTAp IpaBocyha u Goro-
mrtoska Y Baragyu HIX, mosHAT 1 110 ToMe IITO je
y Yamsnam 1941. Ha panopr: ,,Cratse penoBHO!“
— ogrosopuo: ,Kako pemoBHO KaJ, jollI HMKOT
HycTe youmm?“

onpyyje Jome XepLerosuHe IOLMje/bEHO
je y IBUje BeamKe xyIle: XyM ca CjeIUIITeM Y
Mocrapy u Iybpasa ca cjegmurtem y Jy6poBHUKY.
CrenmdmaHOCT OBOT NOAPYyYja 6uia je u y Tome

mTo je y YampeMHM XPBAaTCKa He3aBMCHOCT
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marked the region of Lower Herzegovina as
Serbian land. The settlements wore pure Serbian
names and there were only a few Muslims found
by the census. Later, the process of Islamisation
became more intense, but in the 17th century
Serbian inhabitants comprised majority in Lower
Herzegovina.

The state somewhat changed in the 18th and
especially in the 19th century when planned
settlements of Roman Catholics and constant
aggressive religious conversion were done in
Lower Herzegovina. But again, Serbian spirit
of the region didn't faint which is proven by
participation of the Serbs of the area in all
national trades of the time. Only from Prebilovci
there were 18 volunteers in the Serbian Army in
the First World War and five of them were holders
of the ‘Albanian Commemorative Medal'.

The Independent State of Croatia (NDH)
was established after German aggression on
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, during the April
war, before its capitulation, on the territory of
today’s Croatia (without Baranja, Istria and parts
of Dalmatia), Bosnia and Herzegovina and parts
of Serbia (the Srem to Zemun). The state was
administratively divided into 22 great districts in
August 1941. But before this division, the local rule
was taken over by the local Ustasha organisation
while regional organisation was taken over by the
estimated Ustasha leaders. Thus, the leader of the



IpoIvIallieHa Ba JaHA IIpuje Hero IuTo je y 3arpedy
KBarepruxk npormacuo HIX. Haume, npencras-
HUIM yCTalllKe opraHmusanyje y YammuHu, Ha
Yely ca PMMOKATOMMYKIIM CBeIITeHUIIIMA JypoM
Bprmomakom u Mamjom Tomacom, npeysenu cy
BIACT y Yall/byHY M IIPOIMIACHIIN XPBATCKY APXKaBy
8. anpma 1941. Ilosjepennk 3a Yanmuny 6mo je
Iepo Jyxuh I'epuHr, a mpsu noropuuk ®parso Bero.
Ommax 3aTyM, OpraHM30BaHe jeAVIHNIe CaIMbe-
He 0] MjeCHMX ycTalla, Ipunagauny Madekose
,CEbAYKe 3AIITUTE" Y VIO XPBATCKOT VI MyCIVIMAH-
CKOT CTAaHOBHUIIITBA, [T04eJIe Cy ca IIMKaHMpameM
ramomssux Cpba, I/pa4KOM VIMOBYHE M PasopyKa-
BarbeM jeMHNIIA jyTOCIOBEHCKe BOjCKe, IITO je 6310
CaMo yBOZ, Y T€HOLIMJ,.

OBakBOM pa3BoOjy CUTyallMje CyIIpOTCTaByIa
ce jenHa jeIVHMIA jyTOCIOBEHCKE BOjCKe V UMjeM
cacTaBy Cy 6y ¥ IUTOMIIY IIOAOPUIVIPCKeE IIKO-
ne y Bunehwn. Onu cy 14. anpuia yiuam y Yansusy
v HaKoH Kpahux ynnynux 60pbu pasébunn jenu-
HMIIe TI0f, yCTalIKoM KomaHzoMm. OBa jequHmIa ce
n3 YarupyHe IOByKJIa TOKOM Hohu m3meby 16. u
17. aupmia, a Beh 18. anpuia y Yansugy cy yuure
UTaIWjaHCKe CHare, Koje Cy 0AMaxX IPOLyXIIe
npema Metkosuhy, Ctouy 1 Moctapy. V mehyspe-
MeHY, y I'paj Cy Ce BpaTuie pasbujeHe XpBaTCKe
CHare ¥ IIOHOBO II0YeJIe 1A IIVKAHMPajy U youjajy
noxanse Cpbe. Henyro satmm, Hacusbe je Ipexu-
HYTO IIOBPaTKOM MTalIMjaHCKMX CHara Koje Cy ce

OBJIje 3aIpxaje 0 Kpaja Maja.

Ustasha headquarter for Herzegovina became a
lawyer Pavao Canki, later Minister of Justice and
Religion in the government of NDH, famous for
his answer to a report “Condition regular!” in
Capljina in 1941 when he replayed: “How is it
regular when you haven't killed anyone yet?”

The region of Lower Herzegovina is divided
into two great districts: Hum with its capital
Mostar and Dubrava with its capital Dubrovnik.
The specificity of the region is that NDH had been
proclaimed two days earlier there than Kvaternik
proclaimed it in Zagreb. The Ustasha organization
representatives in Capljina, led by Roman Catholic
priests Jure Vrdoljak and Ilija Tomas, took over the
rule in Capljina and proclaimed the Croatian state
on 8th April 1941. The trustee for Capljina was Pero
Juki¢ - Gering and the first camps commander
Franjo Vego. Right after that started humiliations
of the Serbs who lived there, lootings of property
and disarmament of the Yugoslav Army units by
members of the Madek’s “peasants’ protection”
and part of Croatian and Muslim population,
which only was a prelude to the genocide.

One unit of the Yugoslav Army which also
comprised cadets from non-commissioned officer
school in Bileéa confronted this train of events.
They entered Capljina and managed to break units
under Ustasha command after short street fights
on 14 April. This unit retreated from Capljina
in the night between 16 and 17 April and on 18

Ha cinyas HaumMH, IpUIATHUIIM YCTAIIKIX
OpraHmsaliyja cy, IOMOTHYTM BehHOM XpBaTCKOT
¥ MyCIMMAaHCKOT CTAaHOBHMIIITBA, Ipey3MMaIn
BJIACT y OCTAIMM XepIeroBaYK/IM MjeCTVIMa, a Of -
Max HaKOH IIpey3JMaka BAacTy YMHIIN 3704/ He
Ha/Jl CPIICKMIM CTAaHOBHMIIITBOM, IITO je 13a3Ballo
IIPBO CpIICKY Opy>xaHy otrop (Jomu JIpexars Koz
Hesecuma, 3. jys 1941), a 3aTum 1 OpraHM30BaHM
ycraHak npotus HIX u reHonuza Hanz, CP6I/IMa
(ce.uo Kasanum xop l'anka, 6. jyH 1941 — ycTaHu-
IV Ha dely ca nonom Pazojurom [epuummhem u
Mwunanom TenasueBmhem m ceno Jlykasam, Koz,
Hesecuma, 24. jyn 1941. roguse).

[IpebunoBiym Cy CpICKO ceno y [omoj uim
Jy»xHoj Xepuerosuumu. Hanasu ce Ha 06ony pujexe
HepeTse y onmtuay YamenHa, fasac Pemepanuja
BuX. Op, YampuHe je ymameHo 5, om MocTtapa 35,
a of, Merkosmha 10 kunomerapa. Camo uMe cerna
IIOMMIbE Ce TeK y HOBUje [06a, aly 0 CTapoCTy
cesa ToBOpe IpebuIoBadka IpesyMeHa, Kao IITO
cy Oparunhesuhn crapu oxo mer Bujexosa. Of
»ux y IIpebunosnuma mornuy: Tpunkosuhu,
Meguhu, Keco, Bpwammhu, Rupmhu, Mlapuhn,
Xanpaxanosuhm, Cyxuhu m Exmeuwmhn. V
[IpebumoBumMa cy sxusjenu u Bynyru, Menaun,
Ryk, Bauhypu, Hamaxguuu, epumwnhu,
Mwupxosuhu, Kpyunhu, Jokuhu, Bypacosuhy,
Pemumhu, Mymwhn, Jaxype.

April entered Italian forces which immediately
continued to Metkoviéi, Stolac and Mostar. In the
meantime, the broken Croatian units came back
to the town and restarted the humiliations and
killings of local Serbs. Not very long from then,
the violence was stopped by return of Italian
forces which stayed there until the end of May.
Members of the Ustasha organizations, backed
up with Croatian and Muslim majority population,
took over power in other places in Herzegovina in
the similar manner and immediately after it began
with the crimes against Serbian population which
provoked the first Serbian armed uprising (Donji
RZani near Nevesinje, on 3 June 1941) and then
organised uprising agaist NDH and the genocide
against the Serbs (Village Kozanica near Gacko,
on 6 June 1941 - the rebels under leadership of a
priest Radojica Perisi¢ and Milan Tepavcevié, and

Lukavac near Nevesinje, on 24 June 1941).
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Koruesu 3a fjeBojauko pyxo u3 [Ipeburosaiia
ca mmoueTka 20. Bujeka (M3Bop: apxus CHI
,[Ipe6uItoBLn")

Chests for maiden’s clothes from Prebilovci.
Early 20th century.
SND Prebilovci Archives



s 1
' 4
’ ' -‘-I-.:
L@ -:
; s U v -
~ TPEB 4. |
* © PREBILOVCIL, 1941 '
-i-"'”- = . i %
- 1" T

= ' . A L] "l
F

PF}.H' HA4M-
ragarmse ye-

aﬁaﬁﬂ ocrana je

 ¢rajame BaroRd




MIMCKMM yroBopmMa og, 18. maja 1941. ro-

InvHe Utanmjanu cy ce obasesann, nsmelhy

OCTaJIor, fa HalyCTe OPYTY OKYIAIVOHY
30Hy. HakOH BMXOBOT IIOBJIAYelha, yCTAllle Cy
IIOHOBO IIpey3ese BIACT YMMe Cy CTBOPEHM yC-
JIOBM 32 peanysanyjy IIaHa YHUIITEHa CPICKOT
Hapoja — TreHOUMZAA y OBUMM KpajeBuma. Ha
YMTaBOM X€PLErOBaIKOM IOLPYYjy, V HapeSHUX
HEeKOIVIKO Mjecelyl M3BpIIleHa Cy TPY Taxaca Io-
KOJba CPIICKOT CTAaHOBHMIITBA. [IpBM Tamac mo4eo
je xamemuma u youcreuma Cpba Beh moueTxom
jyHa. Heke ox mpBux xpTasa y Yal/eMHM, y OBOM
Tanacy, 6uau cy Muue Burkosuh u npebmnosagxm
KHe3 U AyTOTONVIIK Bobha cokoncke deTe OrbeH
Xnpaxanoswuh.

Ipyru Tamac MacOBHUX 3/I0YMHA OUIM Cy
,Bumnosnancku nokomu” (nsmely ocranor u ommas-
nIa 3a capajescku Bunosnan 1914). ITocebHo cy Taza
crpagany Cpbu Croma u oxonmHe. Taza cy crpa-
Jany ¥ CKOPO CBYI OLPACIV CPIICKY MYILIKApIW

ccording to the Treaties of Rome from

29 May 1941, the Italians were obliged,

among other points, to leave the second
occupational zone. After their retreat, the Ustashas
resumed the power which created conditions
for fulfillment of the plan of annihilation of the
Serbian people - genocide in this region. On the
whole territory of Herzegovina there were three
waves of slaughters of Serbian population. The
first wave began with arresting and killing of
the Serbs in early June. Some of the first victims
in Capljina were Mile Vitkovié and Prince of
Prebilovci and long-time leader of the falconry
company Ognjen Zdrakanovié.

The second wave of the mass crimes was ‘St
Vitus Day slaughters’ (among the other reasons
in retaliation for the Sarajevo St Vitus Day 1914).
Especially Serbs in Stolac and nearby places
suffered then. Almost all adult male Serbs were

killed on the occasion in villages: Gabela, Dracevo,

Ha pmy 120 merapa nydoxe jame o-
HKA, K80 H CBHX OCTAIHX, OBaN-
:”Pﬂmlqnecmapm.
3248 M
"Wf:rﬁ CAHLHHY IOBOpMIN O

¥6ujann cy na pasne Hauute. Ha jenrnof nobarms ocTana je pyna Baan-
BEHA I'BOIJEHHM KIHHOM-UHBHOM 38 CI3jalb€ BArOHA TANallmbe ye-
KOTpauHe KeJesHHIe

[locMpTHM oCcTaly youjeHnx MeliTaHa [Ipe6uiioBalia y yCTaLIKOM 3JIOYMHY
nponahenn y IllypManaukoj jaMu.

The remains of the murdered inhabitants of Prebilovci in the Ustasha crime
found in the Surmanacka pit.




cenvima: Fabera, ipageso, lybpasuua, [oprse XpacHo,
Kpy1ueso, Bypmasu, [Tonpatu, Omannhu, Ja6puirg,
kosuue, [ljemnsar, [Thenan Kper, Jbybmennua,
IIpess, ITjecuy, Jokse u Peunte. Hajsehe rpobume
MyJeHuKa Gye cy pujeke Hepersa u Bperasa, 3aTtum
Omysen y Jlanmanuju, Bumoso 1mosbe, amy 11 joII ne-
CeTVHe jaMa Vi CTpaTMIITa.

Tpehn, ,ynvHzaHCKN® Tamac IOKO/BA HajBUIIIE
je morozpmo Ipebunosue. OBo, BehmHCckM cpricko
cero, Ha I1o4eTKy JIpyror csjerckor para 6pojaso je
119 momahmHcrasa, o, Kojux je 116 610 CprICKMX
a Tpu mycammaHcka. Og 1.008 mjemrrana, 994
61710 je CPIICKe HALVIOHATHOCTH, LOK Cy TPY MYyC-
JVIMaHCKe IIOpOAMLE y ceny Gpojae 14 diaHoBa.
MacoBHM NOKOBY XepreroBadknux Cpba TOKoM
jyHa 1941. ronyiHe TOTOBO Y MOTIYHOCTU CY 3a061-
iy Mmjerurase Ipe6uaoBana. CBe KO TParmIHUX
crpazama [IpebumoBaria moyeTkoM asrycra 1941.
rofyHe, 0ff CTPaHe XPBaTCKMX /I MyCIVMMAaHCKIX yC-
Tallla CTPaJaIo je IIIecTOpPO MjellTaHa, 11 To: OrmbeH
Xnpaxanosuh, Crnaco Xapaxanosuh, Bomko
Xnpaxanosuh, Murap Tpunkosuh, Jamjax [lapruh
u Pane hyk. Mnak, Bnactuma HesasucHe [Ipxxase
XpBarcke [IpebIoBLy HUCY OCTAIN ,,JICIIOZ, pasa-
pa’“. KoBarbe I1aHa 3a IOTIIYHO YHMILITABAKe Cella 11
CBVIX EETOBMX MjeIlITaHa O1II0 je YBEAUKO IPUIIpe-
MaHO Y YCTallIKOM JIOTopy y Yareuam.

[Ipomnaranzgwo gjenyjyhm npema XpBatuma,
mycaumanyma u Cpbuma us Ipebunosana, yc-

TallKV JIOTOPHMIOV M Ta60pHMLH/I u3 YanspuHe

Dubravica, Gornje Hrasno, Kru$evo, Burmazi,
Poprati, O$aniéi Dabrica, Kozice, Pjesivac, Séepan
Krst, Ljubljenica, Prenj, Pjesci, Lokve and Redice.
The biggest tombs for the victims were the river
Neretva and the river Bregava, then Opuzan
in Dalmatia, Vidovo polje and tens of pits and
execution sites.

The third ‘Ilindan’ wave of slaughter struck
Prebilovci the most. This village with majority of
Serbian population counted 119 households at the
beginning of the Second World War out of which
there were 116 Serbian and three Muslim ones. Out
of 1008 inhabitants there were 994 inhabitants
of Serbian nationality while the three Muslim
families in the village counted 14 members.
The June mass slaughters of the Herzegovinian
Serbs almost completely bypassed inhabitants of
Prebilovci. Before tragic sufferings of Prebilovci
committed by the Croatian and Muslim Ustashas
in early August 1941, six inhabitants perished:
Ognjen Zdrakanovié, Spaso Zdrakanovié, Bosko
Zdrakanovié, Mitar Tripkovié¢, Damjan Sarié
and Rade Cuk. However, Prebilovci didn’t stay
“under-the-radar” of the Independent State of
Croatia authorities. They were planning on how
to completely destroy the whole village and all of
its inhabitants in Ustasha camp in Capljina.

The Ustasha camp commanders and soldiers
from Capljina were preparing the ground for

a systematic crime, destroying and looting of

doTtorpaduja Ha K0joj ce Hanase Pazojka, Joka 1 aujete Murnopaz ExmMeunh,

cBu 6avenn y lllypmaHadky jaMmy 6. aBrycra 1941. roguHe.
(M3Bop: CHI ,ITpe6urnoBin")

Radojka, Joka and Milorad Ekmeci¢ as a child, all were thrown in Surmanacka
pit on 6 August 1941
SND Prebilovci Archives



IIpUIIpeMajyi Cy TepeH 3a CUCTeMAaTCKV 3/I049MH,
yHULITaBake U I/hauKy [Ipebumosana. [lopyke
Koje cy 6uie ynyhusame Cpbuma nosusane cy ux
Ha 0CTaHaK Kog, cBojux Kyha, 6e3bjenso xperarme
u obpahuBame uMara, SOK Cy, ca Lpyre CTpaHe,
[IOpyKe mpyradyuje npupone 6buiae ynyhusame
XpBaTyMa M MyCIMMaHVIMa. Y3 TeHOIIUIHY I10/IN-
TUIKY, IOIUTHUKY MPXEbe IIpeMa CBEMY CPIICKOM,
ycTallle TIaBemHe 13 YambyHe Cy OKOTHOM
XPBaTCKOM ¥ MYCAMMAHCKOM CTaHOBHUIITBY
BeNMKOAYIIHO 06ehaBany By IIOKpeTHY 1 HeIIo-
KpeTHy MMOBMHY IpebunoBauknux Cpba HaKoH
IIITO Ce OKOHYA 0OpadyH ca MCTUMA.

V npunpemamy 3/104MHaYKe aKIlyje HApOIMTO
JMICTAaKHYTY YJIOTY MMAO je KaTOIMYKM JXYITHMUK
u3 cycjensor cena Knemana, nor Manja Tomac.
baiucka capagma ca Bractuma HesasucHe JIpxase
XpBaTCcKe ¥ KOHTMHYMpaHa IIpollaraHa IIPOTUB
CPIICKOT Hapoja, o3Haumau cy 1o Manjy Tomaca
Kao jeHOT of, IITaBHMX MHCIPATOpa ¥ OpraHm3a-
TOpa MacoBHOT 37104uHa y [Ipebumosiuma.

OBe mpomaraHjgHe JjellaTHOCTM y4MIbeHe
o crpaHe BiracTyu HesasucHe [Ip>xaBe XpBaTCKe
M of, IIpeACcTaBHMKA PUMoOKaToNIMYKe IIPKBe Y
XeprieroBuHy, LOBENE Cy LO TOra A2 je 3a moTpebe
Hamaza Ha [Ipe6uioBre MO6MAN30BAHO OKO TPU
Xusbafie Jbyay, XpBaTa ¥ MyCIVIMaHa, IPeTeXHO 13
OKOJIHVIX Cella, ali ¥ MjecTa Koja Cy 6yia Helrro
yoameHyja. IloMeHyTe cHare cy y nepuozy or 1.
Ilo 4. aBrycra 1941. rogviHe bue OpraHmsoBaHe U

Prebilovci by propagandising Croats, Muslims
and Serbs from Prebilovci. In messages sent to
the Serbs, they called them to stay in their homes,
move fearlessly and cultivate their lands, while,
on the other hand, messages sent to the Croats
and Muslims were of a different nature. Along
with genocidal politics, politics of hatred towards
all Serbian, the Ustasha leaders from Capljina
heartfully promised all Serbian movable and
immovable property to the nearby Croation and
Muslim population after they finish off with them.
Especially extinguished role in preparing
the criminal action had a Catholic priest don
Ilija Tomas from neighbouring village Klepci.
Close collaboration with the authorities of the
Independent State of Croatia and continuous
propaganda against the Serbian people marked
don Ilija Tomas as one of the main instigators and
organisers of the mass crime in Prebilovci.
These propaganda activities performed by the
authorities of the Independent State of Croatia
and representatives of the Roman catholic church
in Herzegovina, led to mobilization of about three
thousand people, the Croats and Muslims mostly
from the nearby villages, but also from further
away for the needs of attack on Prebilovci. The
mentioned powers were being organised and
prepared for the action from 1 to 4 August 1941.
Gathering of the ‘hordes’ was in Hotanj, Capljina,

Gnjilista and Prenj where the criminal plan was

- - - - - e —— R T e

CaaToBu MusieBe 1 Borana MenaHa. ®otorpaduja cHuMIbeHa 1938. ronmue. Hajeehu 6poj ocoba ca dotorpaduja
Huje pexxuByo 1941. roguny. Mrnaza, MurneBa MeziaH, pohyeHa Bogupora, yéujeHa je puiinKoM Iopolaja ca mjete-

ToM. HbeH cymipyr, Bormas, Takohe je youjeH.

Wedding guests at Mileva and Bogdan Medan’s wedding (1938) The largest number of people from the photographs
did not survive 1941. A bride, Mileva Medan, born Bodiroga, was killed during childbirth with her child. Her husband,

Bogdan, was also killed.

IpuIpeMaHe 3a akiyjy. OKyI/barse OBUX ,,XOPIu”
yu4MBeHo je y XoTwy, Yampnay, ['BuamntuMa u
IIpemy, Tie UM je IpeCcTaB/beH 3T0IMHAYKY IIaH
y3 IIOPYKY Aa ,,HujefHa nmpebuioBadka ocoba He

cMMje IPeXUBjeTn .

presented to them along with message: “No one
from Prebilovci must survive.”

That the Croatian and Muslim Ustashas were
determined to completely destroy the village and

its population witnesses the fact that they sent two



Jla cy XxpBaTCKe ¥ MyCAMMAaHCKe ycTale 6yie
OLIy4YHe y HaMjepy Ja y IOTIYHOCTM YHMUIITE
CeIo M MjellITaHe, CBjelouM U UYMIbeHNIIA Aa CY
2. aBrycTa 1941. roguHe, Ha npasHuk CseTor
WUinnje, y IlpebunoBue ynyTmiae gBa KaMuoHa
,pemapcrBennka’ HesaBucHue Jlpxxase XpBarcke
y UMby IPOBjepe HauMHa Ha Koju he Mjemrranu
pearosaty, U y CIy4ajy Aa [I04HY bjexxarn, Kojum
nyreBuma he xpenyru. XXannapmepujcke cHare
HesaBucue JIp>xaBe XpBaTCKe HUCY IIyliajie Ha
JByLie KOju Cy modenyt Bexaty u TUME Cy U3BP-
1IyJIe IIOCAeA b)Y YMH IIpoNaraHiHe JIjeaTHOCTI
IIpefs, KpBaBe aBI'yCTOBCKe JaHe.

IIpen 3opy, y moHe e/bakK, 4. aBrycTa, 13 IpaBlia
I'sunmnra, Kpymesa, XoTwa 11 Yanense, y 4eTu-
p¥ rpyme Koje cy bpojare namehy et crornHa n
XIJbaZly HAOPY>KaHMX XPBATCKMX U MYCAVIMAHCKIIX
ycTaiua, OTIIOYeno je omKo/paBarbe [Ipebuiosana.
My1ko cTaHOBHMIITBO Hpe61/111013aua sehuaOM
je ycmjeno ma ce CKJIOHM M3 cela, M Ha BeIUKO
nsHeHabeme XpPBaTCKUX M MYCAMMAaHCKUX ycC-
Talla, y ceny cy ocrane camo becriomohHe xeHe,
Ijenia u cTapiy. MyIlIke IJIaBe Cy CBOja CKIOHMIITA
IIOTPayK1Ja Ha JoKalMjaMa M3BaH M § OKOIMHN
cena, Te ce 0KO 150 MyIlIKapala Cakpyio y 1IeBap
XyTOBCKOT bi1aTa, BIX OKO 25 je yToumIuTe I0T-
paxuno y Kosjum cTjeHama, The cy ce CaKpuUay y
jennoj mehmum nsHazn Bperase, a Marbe IpyIle MyLI-
Kapara rmobjerie Cy y OKOJIHe LIyMe ¥, 3aXBasbyjyhu
BIIMa, CIIacUJIe CBOje XMBOTe.

‘militia’ trucks of the Independent State of Croatia
in Prebilovci on 2 August 1941, on St Elijah holiday,
in order to check how the people would react and
which paths would they take in case they started
to run away. The gendarmerie powers didn't open
fire on those who started running away and that
was the last act of propaganda activity before
bloody August days.

Four groups that numbered between 500 and
1000 armed Croatian and Muslim Ustashas began
the surrounding of Prebilovci from directions of
Gnjilista, KruSevo, Hotanj and Capljina before
dawn on Monday, 4 August. Male inhabitants
mainly managed to escape the village where, to
a big surprise for Croatian and Muslim Ustashas,
only helpless women, children and the elder
remained. Most of the men from Prebilovci
managed to escape the village and look for their
refuge outside and in the vicinity of the village,
so around 150 men hid in bulrush of Hutovo mud,
25 of them sought their sanctuary in Goats’ rocks
where they hid in one cave above the river Bregava
and one smaller group of men escaped into nearby
forests saving their own lives.

However, this fact hadn’t changed historical
flow, so the Croatian-Muslim Ustasha forces
directed their criminal actions towards the
women, children and the elderly. On the same day,
4 August 1941, all the found inhabitants, mostly
women and children, were arrested and taken to

doTtorpaduja yunrerbuiie
CraHe ApHayT POLOM M3
[myuiatja kog MeTkoBuha
(M3Bop: ApxuB CH/T ,ITpe6u-
JI0BI1")

Stana (Marko) Arnaut, born
in Glusci near Metkovici, a
teacher in village Prebilovci.
SND Prebilovci Archives



doTorpaduje Joke (JoBana) [IparnhesBuha, cTape

25 roguHe, yéujeHe 6. aBrycrta 1941. roguHe u
[aprHke (Munasa - Pyca) lapuh, pohene 1922.
ronuHe, ca 6pahom Crracojem (13) n JTakowm (8),
6aueHa xmuBa y jamy l'onybuHky xop lllypMaHiia
6. aBrycra 1941. roguHe.

(U3Bop: ApxuB CH/T ,[Tpe6uoBimn")

Photographs of Joka (Jovan) Dragi¢evi¢, 25
years old, killed on August 6, 1941, and Darinka
(Milana-Rusa) Sari¢, born in 1922, and brothers
Spasoje (13) and Lakom (8), thrown alive into a
Golubinka pit on August 6, 1941.

SND Prebilovci Archives
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MebhyTum, Ta unmeHNIa HYUje IPOMjeHMIa
MICTOPMjCKM TOK Beh ¢y yIpaBo XpBaTCKO-MyCIN-
MaHCKe yCTalllKe CHare CBOjy 3J04YMHAYKY aKIINjy
ycTpeMuile IIpeMa JXeHaMa, Jjelly M cTapuyMa.
Hcror nana, 4. aBrycra 1941. rogyiHe, CBY 3aT€YeHN
CTaHOBHNIIM, YIIIaBHOM JXeHe I JIje1ia, OfBeJleHN
cy y ceocky wmkony ,Kpam Munytus®. O 6ectujan-
HMM 3JI0YMHMMAa YHYTap CeocKe IIKOJe OCTalIo
je sammcaHo cBjemodaHCcTBO Mape BynyT koja je,
cakpmBeHa y XOyHy M3a IIKOJIe, HEIIOCPEeLHO
CBjeo4MIa OBYIM 3/I0IMHIMA:

IIpea gea gana ckyliunu cy cee JeHe u gjeuyy u
OHY lipsy Tiapiliujy JceHa u gjeye Kojy cy goilijepanu
Y OCHOBHY WKONY, joul uciliol gana fiocnuje mewkux
Myuerba, 3N0CIa87aL(A, U MACOBHOL CUN08A A, HEHA,
gjesojaxa la u manomeilinux gjesojuuya yciawe cy
cee ille HceHe U gjeuyy koje cy y oy fipsol gaHa ckyiiu-
nu ogmax oitijepanu tipema Yaiipunu u cujeciliunu ux
y 3ipagy Cunoca usnag cena Tacosuuha. Ja cam ycilje-
na ga ce Gpukpujem y jegHom #OYHY HA HeKUX CITio go
gejecitia meiliapa og 3lpage 0CHO8He WKOJe U C80juMA
cam ouuma eugjena cea iia ycuiawxa 3sjepciiea, ila
cam y oKy HapegHe Hohu Tipeko bpga tio6jeina u
gowna y ceno Tacosuuha ogakne cam u pogom.

V Ocuosuoj ukonu ,Kpam Munytua“ Ha-
pOYMTO TParu4dHO CTPajare JOXXIBjela je yuu-
tesuna Crana ApHayt. Pogom n3 Merkosuha,
yunTemuiia CTaHa ApHayT je y BpujeMe 3709MHa
y IlpebunoBuyma nmana 32 roguse. IIpuje para

panuia je y urkonama y 'abenn u I[Tpe6unoBryma,

74

the village school called “King Milutin”. There is
a written testimony by Mara Bulut, who directly
witnessed to the felony hidden in a bush behind
the school, about the bestial crimes inside the
village school:

“In the first two days they gathered all the
women and children; and those women and
children from the first round that they had taken
to primary school, the Ustashas immediately
transported all those women and children that
they had taken during the first day towards
Capljina and put them in the Silo building
above Tasov¢ic¢i village the same day after harsh
torturing, maltreating and mass raping of the
women, girls and even minor girls. I managed to
cover up in a bush on some 100 to 200 metres from
the school’s building and I saw with my own eyes
all the Ustasha bestialities, so I ran away across
the hill during the next night and came to village
Tasov¢i¢i which is my birth village.”

Especially tragic suffering in school “King
Milutin” experienced local teacher Stana Arnaut.
Born in Metkoviéi, a teacher Stana Arnaut was 32
years old at time of the crime in Prebilovci. She
had worked in schools in Gabela and Prebilovci
before the war and the hatred with which the
Ustashas were liquidating Serbian population
was especially expressed in the example of the
tragic loss of life of this noble teacher. Teacher

Stana Arnaut was brought to the school premises,



a MpPJ)XIba KOjOM Cy yCTallle IMKBUAMPAIe CPICKO
CTaHOBHMINTBO y IIpebuioBumma mocebHo ce
M3pasuia Ha IPpUMjepy TparM4YHOT OKOHYama
SKJMBOTA OBe INIeMeHUTe yIuTe/bllle. 3ajeJHO ca
MjemrTanyma [Ipe6uiosana yunremuna CraHa
ApHayT noBeeHa je y IpoCTOpMje IIKOJIe ITje je
IpeHocyIa 3Hame HajMiaahum [Ipe6bunopuanmma.
OzpMmax IIPBOT JaHa II0 Xalllllelsy M 3aTBapamy y
IIIKOJICKO] 3TPafiy, yCTallle Cy ce OKOMMIIE Ha Y4Il-
Tepuny Crany ApHayT, a u3 npecyze OKpy>XHOT
cyza y MocTtapy mosHajemo fa je Hukona Mepiias,
ycraia 13 'suaniTa, IpBy CUI0BA0 YIUTEBUILY,
a II0TOM je IIOACTPeKMBAO IbeHe HeKaJalllibe y4e-
HuKe 3 aberne fa yunse ucro. HakoH cBuperor
3/I0CTaB/bakba, ycTalle cy CTaHy ApHayT, Koja je of,
BecTujanHOr MyJera IIONyLeIa, MaCAKPUPaI U
IIOKOIIAIN y IIKOJICKOM JBOPMIITY.

Haxon BuurecaTHoOr Mydera, youcrasa u
VDKVIB/baBatba, yTaMHMYeHM Mjeurtany I1pe6u-
JIoBala OTTIPEMJBEHM CY Y SKUTHM ciytoc Ha Monpiray
m3Hag Tacosumha, Iije cy HacTaB/beHa My4erha.
HakoH BUXO0OBOT OTIIpeMasa, y IIKOLY je JoBe-
JIeHO I IIPe0CTaJIO 3aTe4YeHO CTAHOBHUIIITBO, KOje
je HaKOH My4ema, y KOjeM Cy HajBullle CTpajaje
CeocKe JXeHe I J[jeBOjKe, OTIPeM/beHO y YanbuHy.

Cmeneher mana, y 30py 5. aBrycTa 1941. romu-
He, OBe JBUje TPyIIe CYy CIIojeHe Ha JKeJbe3HIYKO]
cTaHMIM y Yan/bMHMY, TAje Cy 3aTBOPeHe y IecT
CTOYHMX BaroHa y KojuMa Cy IIPOBeIN IIVijesn

OaH. Oxo 1eT cTOTMHA HPE6I/IJIOB‘-18.HKI/I, BIX0BE

where she until recently had taught the youngest
inhabitants of Prebilovci, together with other
people from Prebilovci. On the first day right after
the arrest and imprisonment in the school, the
Ustashas aimed at the teacher Stana Arnaut and
we learn from the verdict of the Regional Court
in Mostar that Nikola MerdZan, an Ustasha from
Gnjiliste, was the first who rapped the teacher
and then encouraged her former students from
Gabela to do the same. After the cruel tormenting,
the Ustashas massacred Stana Arnaut, who gone
mad due to bestial torturing, and buried her in
the school yard.

After long hours of torturing, killing and
abuse, the imprisoned inhabitants of Prebilovci
were transported to wheat silo on Modri¢ above
Tasov¢i¢i where the torturing was continued.
After that, the rest of the prisoners were brought
to the school and transported to Capljina after
torturing in which peasant women and girls
suffered the most.

At dawn on the next day, 5 August 1941, the
two groups were gathered on the rail station in
Capljina where they were sealed in six cattle
wagons in which they spent the whole day. About
500 women from Prebilovci together with their
children and parents spent a whole day in the
wagons during a hot day, without air, food and
drink, exposed to inhuman conditions. Here

should be mentioned that some Croatian and

Ijelle ¥ pOLVITe/ba, TOKOM BPEJIOT LaHa, 6e3 Bas-
IyXa, XpaHe 1 BOfie, IPOBEIN Cy YUTaB JaH y
BaroHMMa M3/I0)KeH) HeXxyMaHMM ycaoBuma. Ha
OBOM MjecTy IOTpebHO je IOMEHYTH ¥ IOKyLIaje
I0jeAMHMX XPBaTCKMX M MyCAMMAaHCKIX XKeHa Ja
3aTO4YeHMM JKeHaMa, [Jjely 1 cTapIyMa JOoType
KoMag x/peba MIM KaHTUILY ca BOJOM Kako 61
M bap yHeKoamko ybmaxmiae myke. MehyTum,
YCTAIIKY YyBapy HIUCY AO3BOIMIN JXXeHaMa Ja
nohy mo BaroHa ¥ IIOMOTHY 3aTOYeHMI[MMA, a
CTeIleH BUXO0Be OKPYTHOCTH OTJIeJjao ce Y UMibe-
HMIIV Ja Cy Te KaHTe ca BOJ,OM y3MMall of XeHa,
ONHOCKUIN [0 BaroHa ¥ MPOCKUIIANN Ha O4MUIIes,
3aTOYEeHOT Hapoja KOjy ce Hala3)o y BarOHMMA.
Hcror naHa, y BeuepmBIM 9acoBMMa, KOMIIO3MIIVja
ce IIOKpeHyIa ca cTaHuIe y Yall/byHI, U Y IpaTHu
TPM CTOTMHe yCTallla, 3aTOYeHN HapoJ, IIpeBe3a
II0 Jxejbe3HIYKe cTaHuIe y [llypmaHIIMa Koja ce
Halaswujaa HeKOIMKO KujaoMeTapa of YamenHe.
ITomeHyTMM ycTamama KOju Cy KPeHYIM U3
YanpuHe, a Koje je IpeABOgyIO YCTAIIKY Tabop-
HUK 13 YampnuHe AHApuja BymaH, IpuIpyII0
ce jour oxo 150 ycramura u3 Mehyropja, [llypmasana
u Bujakosuha, koje je mpensozayo MBaH JopaHoBmh
IIpuu. OBe ycTalre Ccy y paHy 30py, 6. aBrycra 1941.
TOZVHe, 3aBIIIE ¥ LIPHO CBe IpebusioBadKe IOpo-
IVilie VI TIOYVMHIIIE Cy He3anaMheH 371041H KOju ce
JIOTOIVIO He caMo Ha IIPOCTOpy XepIieroB1He, Hero
Ha IIPOCTOPY IjeJIOKyIIHe TepUTOPMje OKyIpaHe

KpamesuHe Jyrociasuje, na u okynupaHe Espore.

Muslim women were trying to bring a piece of
bread or a container of water to the captivated
women, children and the elderly in order to ease
their torments. However, the Ustasha keepers
didn’t allow the women to approach the wagons
in order to help the captives and the level of their
cruelty was reflected in the fact that they were
taking the containers with water, bringing them
to the wagons and pouring water in front of the
eyes of the detained people in the wagons. The
composition moved from station in Capljina in
the evening on the same day escorted by 300
Ustashas to the rail station in Surmanci which
was several kilometres away from Capljina.
The above mentioned Ustashas who came from
Capljina led by an Ustasha commander Andrija
Buljan from Capljina were joined by about
150 Ustashas from Medugorje, Surmanci and
Bajakovi¢ who were led by Ivan Jovanovi¢ ‘Black’.
These Ustashas wrapped in black all the families
in Prebilovci in early morning on 6 August 1941
by committing an unforgettable crime not only
in Herzegovina but in the whole territory of the
occupied Kingdom of Yugoslavia and even the
whole occupied Europe.

They were brought from Surmanci, on foot,
in a column, to Golubinka pit on the hill Crnica
near Medugorje, in which they were thrown.
Before the liquidation of the inhabitants, the
Ustashas committed a thorough robbery of the



[TaBie BynyT Haf jamMoM ['07Ty6MHKOM

Pavle Bulut over the Golubinka pit




Hs IllypmaHana cy, mjelike, y KOTOHM, OfBe-
ey o jame Fonybunke, Ha 6pny LpHuma Kog,
Mehyropja, y xojy cy bagenn. Ilpuje nnxsumy-
pama MjelnTaHa ycraie cy y 6anusuHu Apapose
MaxaJle M3BpIINIIe TeMe/bHY II/BAaYKy XKeHa, Jjele
M cTapaua ofysumajyhy um cBe LparoujeHoCTH
KOje Cy ce KOJI FbMIX Ha/asuje y TOM TPeHYTKY.

Usnap jame Tomy6uuke saTtouenm Ilpe-
OWMI0BYaHM CYOYEHY Cy Ca CYPOBYIM 3I0YMHIVIMA,
JojydepallbyM KOMIINMjaMa, KOji Cy IPUTPUIN
TeHOUMUIHY IOAUTHUKY 4MUjU je jeIMHM CMMCAO
610 yHUINTEEe CPICKOT POAA, O, KOAMjeBKe 10
crapana. Ha ocHOBY cynckux cmyca HacTalaux
y BpujeMe cyhema ycTalIKMM 3I0YMHIVIMA 32
3104MHe nounmeHe y IlllypMaHnyuMa, 0LHOCHO
Ha OCHOBY MCKasa CBjeloKa, 311091MHaIa, MOXeMO
3aMJICINTY IOBAMIIMPEHO 3JI0 KOje ce II0jaBUI0
y IIpMjeloAHeBHNM YacoByuMa Haj [omyOmHKOM:

Bugenu cmo xako je jegau yciniawa y3eo geilie, ia
ia ca cmujexom 6ayuo y 3pak kao noililly; Ha gjeiliellry
je sanelipwana ypsena xarmuruya iipuje Helo wilo
ia je Gpoiyiliao 6e3gaH, y CBOMeE VICKA3y PeKIu Cy
Mexmeg Tuksewt u Jaunno 3y6arl.

Ha oBoM MjecTy moceGHO je HEONXOLHO
HaIIaCUTY U XepojcKe TpeHyTKe xpabpux Ilpe-
OumoBuYaHKM Koje cy ce, He xenehu nma omer
[aJHy y ycrauike pyke u 6yny obermrvanrhere,
OoTMMale ¥ CBOjeBOJbHO CKaKale y IOHOP jaMe.
Hujenna on xpTaBa Huje ybujeHa BaTpeHUM

Opy>XjeM.

women, children and the elderly in vicinity of
Arar’s mahallah taking away all the valuables they
possessed at the moment.

Above Golubinka pit the captured inhabitants
from Prebilovei were faced with the cruel
criminals, their former neighbours who had
embraced genocidal politics whose only point was
annihilation of the Serbian people, from a cradle
to the elderly. According to the court records from
the time of the trials to the Ustasha criminals
for the crimes in Surmanci, i.e. according to the
statements by witnesses and the criminals, one
can imagine the resurrected evil that manifested
itself above Golubinka in the morning hours:

We saw how an Ustasha took a child and threw it
in the air like a ball, with a laugh; a red dress on the
child flapped before the abyss ate her, said Mehmed
Tikve$ and Danilo Zubac in their statements.

It is important to emphasise in this place the
heroic moments of brave women from Prebilovci
who voluntarily jumped into the abyss of the pit
not wanting to fall into the Ustashas” hands again
and be disgraced. Not a single victim was shot
with firearms.

The Ustashas murdered the tortured and
exhausted elderly, women, girls and children
during the whole time of transportation from
school in Prebilovci to railway station in Surmanci.
Before and after sufferings of the people from

Prebilovci, Surmanacka pit continued to swallow

Cee BpujeMe gemopTaluja, of, LIKOJE Y
[IpebmioBnMMa L0 JKe/be3HMUYKE CTAHUIE Y
IlypmaHumMa, BpLIeHa Cy ¥ yOUCTBa CTAPUX U
o7, My4era M3HeMOIINX /by, )KeHa, JjeBojaKka I
njene. IIpuje u mocauje crpazama [Ipebunosyana,
jama y lypmaHIMMa IporyTania je MHOTe XPTBe
Mocrapa, CapajeBa u gpyrux mjecra. Yéucrsa
MaBMX IPyIa U IojeiHala Cy HacTaB/beHa y ca-
muM IIpebuioBnyma: Io mox cenom, Kpasapuua,
OpaxoB g0, jesepo llIxkpka, Mopus oTok, Byrap
xoz Bperase, I'pxoB fo. [Ipe6bunosuanu cy crpa-
Jajy ¥ Ha IPYTYM CTPaTMIITVMA Y Y JIOTOpMMa!
Yampnea, jama Busome 6pzo, y CHCTeMy KOHIIeH-
TPalMOHMX VI IOTOpa CMPTH Y JaceHOBIIY.

Hajsehu 6poj mpebmnoBaykmux Mylkapana
IIPeXXVBIMO je 0Baj IIOKOJb, HAKOH JM3BIa4yerha KpPo3
06py4 oko cena, ckpuBajyhu ce y mpenjeny XyTosa
6mata, Te 6pmuma oxo IIpebunosaua. Ilocue cTpa-
BMYHMX IIOKOJbA M3BPIIeHMX y [Ipebunosumma
ycTalle Cy mosyBale ofberie MylIKaple Ia ce
npenajy BractumMa HesasucHe Jlp>xaBe XpBaTcke,
1o je oppehern 6poj u yumumo. MyIukapiy Koju
Cy ce ofasBany [O3UBY OpyTanHo cy ybumjerm, a
OHM KOj¥ TO IIaK HIUCY YYMHUIN, IPULPYKUIA CY
Ce CPIICKVIM XePIIeroBavyK/M YCTaHMUIIMA Y 60p6oy
mporus rexHonyza Hag Cpbuma y HIX.

C 063mpom Ha To 12 je pujed o boraTom cexny, y
[IpebunoByMa je 6mia M3BpLIEHA KOMIOHN3ANMja
XPBaTCKOT CTAHOBHMIITBA, I1a je CeI0 Y Ty CBPXY

mpenmenosaHo y ,,Hoso Ceno“. Ho, oBaj mopyxsaT

many victims from Mostar, Sarajevo and
elsewhere. Murders of individuals and smaller
groups were carried out in very Prebilovci: Do
under the village, Kravarica, Orahov do, lake
Skrka, Morin otok, Bunar near the river Bregava,
Grkov do. People from Prebilovci also perished in
other execution sites and camps: Capljina, Bivolje
brdo pit, concentration and death camps system
in Jasenovac.

Most of the men from Prebilovci survived
this slaughter after they had escaped through
the ring around the village, hiding in the bulrush
Hutovo mud and in hills around Prebilovci. After
the horrific slaughters in Prebilovci, the Ustashas
called the fugitives to turn in to the authorities
of the NDH which certain number of them did.
They were brutally killed and those who didn’t
turn in joined Serbian Herzegovinian resistance
fighters against the genocide against the Serbs
in NDH. Since Prebilocvi was a rich village,
colonisation with the Croatian population
occurred and the village was renamed to “Novo
Selo” for that purpose. But this venture failed and
the colonialists had to leave the village after the
men from Prebilovci had returned in late August
1941. In the “August wave of slaughter” more
than 80% of men from Prebilovci, whom there
were about 1000 at the beginning of the war,
perished. Fifty-seven families were completely

extinguished. The scope of suffering can be



je IIpomao ¥ KOMIOHMCTY Cy HaIlyCTUIN CeJI0 HAKOH
UTaNAMjaHCKe peoKymanyje XepueropuHe IITO je
omoryhmio moBparak ImpeOMIOBaYKMX MYyLI-
Kapalla KpajeMm aBrycra 1941. roguse. V oBOM,
aBI'yCTOBCKOM TaJacy IIOKO/ba CTPaZalo je BUIIIe
or, 80% IIpebuiroBuaHa, KOjyX je Ha IOYETKY para
6mio oxo 1.000. IlonTnyHo je yrauieso 57 mopo-
OUIa, BeIVKMX MHOTOYJIaHMX IaTpMUjapXaalHux
sajepanna. Komnka je BenmdymHa cTpajama 0Bora
MjecTa rOBOPM HaM ¥ YMEeHNIA [ je jallaHCKH
vaconuc Acaxu ITumbyn IIpebunoBie cBpcTao Ha
4. mjecTo 10 06MMy cTpazama y 20. BUjeKy.

understood by the fact that a Japanese magazine
“Asahi Shimbun” ranked Prebilovci in the 4th
place of sufferings in the 20th century.

[jerta ITpe6uioBtiia 1959. roguHe. [jevanu u AjeBojuniie ca Gotorpaduje

poheHnu cy Tociie 3aBplIeTKa Ipyror CBjeTCKOT paTa, @ POOUTETbY CY UM
MMeHa [JaBaJiy I10 CBOjUM IIpBOpOoheHUaguMa youjeHuM y paTy. (M3Bop:
Apxus CH[T ,[Tpe6buoBLn”)

Children from Prebilovci 1959, boys and girls got names after the killed
firstborns
SND Prebilovci Archives






aT je IIPeXXVIBjesIo CBera IeTHaeCTakK IIpolie-

HaTa IIpebuIoByana, yIriiaBHOM OPaciInx

myinkapaua. Mehyparae rexeparyje 6uie
cy normyHo yHumreHe. Ho, KOIMKO je 0BO ceso
crnenndMYHO y CBOM CTpalamby, TOMMKO je cIe-
nuduyHo 1 y 06HOBM. HakoH IOBpaTKa y celo,
[Ipe6mnoBYaHy Cy 3aCHMBALY IOPOSYLIE, TAKO A
je 6o cay4ajeBa ma cy byny gobujany njemy u y
cenMoj meneHMju XuBoTa. JKe/ba 3a XXMBOTOM 1
Iopyxa ybuiama ga Hycy nobujenyiu 6miam cy
jaun on 6ona 3a MOKIAHNMM YIAHOBMMA IOPOAK-
na. Konnko je ny6oka npebmnosauka Tpareguja
TOBOPY ¥ YMIbEHNIIA [a je IPBU IPpebmIoBadyKy
mrazuh cracao 3a BOjCKy TeK IIOYeTKOM Lileszece-
TYX TOLVIHA, 8 KOIVIKO MM je 6110 BakHO ITamherse
CBjefode M CIIOMEHMIIM Ha CEOCKOM I'pobimy u
YMEBeHNIIA Ja Cy 0by/beskaBaly JaH KaJ Cy UM
ybujere nopozue. Tor naHa Hyje 610 IOBCKMUX
PazoBa, a i 3all0CIeHM Cy Y3MMaIy cI060maH faH.
360r KaTeropuje MPoLyKEHOT LejcTBa 3I0YMHA Ce,
CBaKaKoO, MOpa HalloMeHyTH Ja je OCHOBHA IIIKO/Ia
y [pebunosunma 1971. rogmue, 360r HELOCTATKA

nly about 15% of inhabitants from

Prebilovci survived the war, mainly adult

men. Inter-war generations were com-
pletely destroyed. But this village was as specific
in its suffering as in its revival. Upon returning to
the village, men from Prebilovci founded new fam-
ilies, so there were cases that men got children in
the seventh decade of their lives. The survival and
life instinct as well as message to the criminals that
they hadn't won were stronger than the pain for
the slaughtered members of former families. How
deep the tragedy of Prebilovci was confirms the
fact that the first cadet from Prebilovci to join the
army grew in the early 1960s and how important
memory was confirms existence of monuments
and commemoration on the day when their fam-
ilies were killed. On that day people didn'’t use to
work in the field and those employed used to take
a day off. It should be mentioned that due to the
category of extended impact of the crime and lack
of parents born between 1931 and 1941, Primary

school in Prebilovci was closed and the process

ponuTessa fete pohere usmely 1931. 11 1941. 3aTBo-
PeHa, a Ja y mocyjepaTHOM IIepMoy Y KOHTMHY-
MTETy Tpaje Ipouec pace/baBarsa IIpebuiosyana y
Knenue, Tacosunhe, Yampuuy, u ocTana MjecTa.
OpHoC BracTy mpema 3no4mHMMa y Ilpe-
OMaoBUMMA, aNK U Y YMTABOj APIXKABY, MOXKEMO
IIOCMaTpPaTy KPO3 YMEEeHMILY Ja je CyACKM IIpoliec
3I0YMHIMMA OPraHM30BaH Tek 1957. roguHe y
KOjeM je jefaH of, IOPOTHMUKA 6110 MCTaKHYTH yC-
Tallla y BpMjeMe IIOKO/ba ¥ YIeCHMK Y Hace/baBamby
xpBarckux nopopuia y [pebunosme. O KaKBoj
dapcu je 6uo pujedn Kasyje oLHOC CyAyja mpeMa
IMTay olaKiasajyhnux okonHocTu. Hamme, xao
onakiaBajyha OKOIHOCT ¥ jefHOM ciy4ajy HaBe-
JleHa je MIaJOCT IOYMHMOIA, KOjI je Y BpujeMe
M3BplIeka 3109MHA JIMao 23 ToAMHe, a Y APyTroM
clydajy HaBeZeHa je cTapocT modmHuona (63 ro-
nuHe). lllect nounHMIana ocyhenu cy Ha cMpTHY
KasHy, LOK Cy OCTaJIy NoOMaIM KasHy 3aTBOpA Of
KOjMX je jemHa M3HOCHUIA TPU rofyiHe. JaMme y Koje
cy mydeHuny banany 6uie cy sabeToHUpaHe
1961. ronvHe ¥ IOZUTHYTH CY jeAHOOPAsHM CIIO-
MeHMIM, YMjy HATIIMCY HYCY TOBOPMJIM HUIITA O
JKpTBaMa ¥ IIOYMHMONMMA 37109/ Ha.
KapakxTepucTuky ogHOCa )XpTaBa, 3109MHaIa
¥ BMXOBUX IIOTOMaKa y IoCIMjepaTHOM IIepuo-
Iy MOpaMo IIOCMaTpaTy Kpo3 UYMEeHMIY Ja je
1981. roguHe, Ha Apyroj crpanu 6pna LpHuna,
Ha KojeM ce Hajna3y lllypmaHayka jama, y MjecTy

Bujaxosuhu, y Mebyropjy, 36or ,,mojaBmuBama

of continuous moving out of the inhabitants of
Prebilovci to Klepac, Tasov¢iéi, Capljina and other
places was taking place in post-war period.

The relation of the authorities towards the
crimes in Prebilovci can be considered through
the fact that the court trial to the criminals was
held only in 1957 in which one of the jurors was an
extinguished Ustasha from the time of the crimes
who had participated in colonialisation process by
the Croatian families in Prebilovci. What a farce
it was showed the relation towards the mitigating
circumstances by the judge. Namely, one of the
mitigating circumstances was young age of one
of the criminals who was 23 at the time and, on
the other side, older age of another criminal who
was 63 at the time of committing the crime. Six
criminals were sentenced to death penalty while
the others were sentenced to prison and one of
them to three years in prison. The pits where the
victims had been thrown were sealed with con-
crete in 1961 and alike monuments were erected
that together with their inscriptions didn't say
anything about the victims and the perpetrators.

A characteristic of relation victims-perpetra-
tors-descendants in the post-war period must be
considered through the fact that an international-
ly famous Roman Catholic sanctuary was declared
in 1981 following the “apparition of the Lady” in
Bijakoviéi in Medugorje on the other side of hill
Crnica where Surmanacka pit is located. A fierce



[ITxoricka roguHa 1959/60. Topwu pen: Bpwatinh (Tomopa) BoraaH,
Hapaxxamu (Jyuiana) Boxxuaap, BynyT (Dauuna-Bapona) Baco,
BynyT (Bopha) JTasap, Tpunkosuh (Hukosne) Tomop, Tpunkosmh
(Pape) Hauwto, Kpyuuh (Munana) Muxajino, BynyT Januna-Bapo-
Ha) Henap. Cpensu pen: Tpunkosuh (Page) [Jauuia, Iparuhesuh
(Oparomupa) [yuiaH, Exmeurh (Bpauka) Vinuja, BynyT (JoBe)
CreBo, yunTterb hetko Kompusuiia, [Iparnhesuh (Hukose) MaHojo,
IparnheBuh (Munana) MuosaH, BynyT (Cume) Muopaz-Eajo,
BynyT (Jauwuna-ane) Bopho. Howyu pen: Ekmeunh (Murana) XKap-
ka, Exmeunh (Bype) Bacunuja, Megan (Jlazapa) KoBurbka, [llapmh
(Munana) Kcenuja, BynyT (JoBe) [Tapa, Exmeunh (JoButie) CtaHa,
Exmeunh (Munana) Mnuska u Tpunkosuh (Criacoja) CToja

(MsBop: ApxuB CH/T ,[Tpe6uIIoBIIN)

School year 1959/60. Upper row: Brnjasi¢ (Todor) Bogdan, Nadazdin
(Dusan) Bozidar, Bulut (Danilo-Baron) Vaso, Bulut (Porde) Lazar,
Tripkovi¢ (Nikola) Todor, Tripkovi¢ (Rado) Danilo, Kruni¢ (Milan)
Mihajlo, Bulut Danilo-Baron) Nenad. Middle row: Tripkovi¢ (Rado)
Danica, Dragi¢evi¢ (Dragomir) Dusan, Ekmecic¢ (Branko) Ilija, Bulut
(Jovo) Stevo, teacher Cetko Koprivica, Dragi¢evi¢ (Nikola) Manojlo,
Dragic¢evi¢ (Milan) Milovan, Bulut (Simo) Milorad—Bajo, Bulut (Danilo-
Dano) bordo. Lower row: Ekmeci¢ (Milan) Zarka, Ekmecic (Puro)
Vasilija, Medan (Lazar) Koviljka, Sari¢ (Milan) Ksenija, Bulut (Jovo)
Dara, Ekmeci¢ (Jovica) Stana, Ekmeci¢ (Milan) and Ilinka Tripkovi¢
(Spasoje) Stoja.

SND Prebilovci Archives




Tocre mpormaureno mehyHaponHO O3HATO PUMO-
KaTOAMYKO cBeTmammITe. XXecToka KoMepIiujarHa
¥ TypUCTHYKa excransuja Melhyropja Huje ymare-
Ha YMEBEeHMIIOM O BeJIMUMHY CTPajarmka CPICKUX
JKpTaBa Ha TOM IIOAPYYjy, KA0 HI YMEBeHUIIOM Ja
ce ,Jocna mpukasana“ moToMuyMa jesnara mpebu-
JIoBadyKe Hejauy. UMmeHNMIIA je a ce Ha NOAPYYjy
xyne Mehyropje u Ha ®eHOM 0601y Hamase CpII-
cKa cTparuiTa, jame: Fomy6unka (Illypmanim),
Benuna orpaza (Ilypmanmm), Xpamubany, Xymar,
Lepxo, Cayxam 1 Bugoma. V llypmaHnuMa je
youjer u Bemnky 6poj Cpba Koz sxe/be3sHIYKe CTa-
HIIle, a TUjena cy uM badeHa y HepeTsy.

OBakBO OMajIOBaXkaBame XPTaBa HIje MOITIO
cnomuty Ayx Ipebunosuana. OHu cy ce bopuan
" ox 1974. ropyHe M360pMaIy 3a IIPaBO LA MOLY
nocjehmuBaTy Mjecta cTpajzama CBOjUX HajMu-
nujux. Ho, Hu oBe KoMeMopaluje o HaZ30pOM
Ip>KaBe HYICY MOIVIe 3a0BOBIUTH BBUXOBY IIOTPedy
3a [OCTOjaHCTBeHMUM ITamhemeM. IbuxoB Tpyz, je
ypozyo mionom 1 1990. ronyHe OpraHM30BaH je 1
npBu napacroc Hag lllypmanagxom jamom. Kpajem
1990. roguue, [IpebunoByany Cy IOKPEHYIN aK-
Iujy 3a eKcxymanujy xprasa u3 lllypmanauke
jame M M3rpajy CIOMeH-Xpama y KojeMm 6um
KocTy Bumie moxpameHe. FbuxoBoj akiuju cy ce
IpMAPYKIIA U IpyTa MjecTa ca MICTVIM 3aXTjeBOM.

V IIpBOj caMOMHMIIVjaTVBHO] aKIVji, KpajeM
1990. u mouerkoMm 1991. romuue m3Bahene cy

KocTy u3 jama Jlorse XepuerosuHe: ['onybunke u

commercial and tourist expansion of Medugorje
wasn’'t diminished by the fact of the scope of
Serbian victims’ sufferings in the region nor the
fact that “the Lady had appeared” to descendants
of the murderers of children from Prebilovci. The
fact is that there are Serbian execution sites and
pits in Medugorje district and its borderline fringe:
Golubinka (Surmanci), Babina ograda (Surmanci),
Hrasljani, Humac, Cerno, Sluzanj and Vidonja. A
number of bodies of the Serbs who were killed at
railway station in Surmanci were thrown in the
river Neretva.

Such humiliation of the victims could not
break the spirits of the people in Prebilovci.
They fought for and succeeded in gaining the
right in 1974 to visit execution sites where their
beloved ones had perished. But this commemo-
rations under the state’s surveillance couldn’t
please their need for dignified memorialization.
The effort was fruitful and the first ceremony
service at Surmanacka pit was held in 1990. At
the end of the same year, people from Prebilovci
initiated an action of exhumation of the victims
from Surmanacka pit and building of a memorial
temple where the bones would be saved. Other
places joined the initiative with the same request.

In the first self-initiated action, at the end of
1990 and the beginning of 1991, the bones from
the following pits in Lower Herzegovina were

exhumated: Golubinka and pits in Benina ograda

jame y Bennnoj orpagu y lllypmanunma, Busoime
6pzo, Kykayura ropma u foma, Xanmberos byHap
n Ppagyna y XyToBy, Jacoy, [Tomnat, Fony6unka
u Pynuse y Ilpemy, 3Bexkannua y Ommmanhnma.
HsBalene xocTm 0ko 4.000 mydueHwmKa 13 12 jama u
3 crpatuurra (Mopus otok, Opaxos o 1 YarnsbnHa)
Cy OIIpaHe, OCyHYaHe 1 YyBaHe y 3rpajy Joma y
IIpeburoBumMa A0 U3rpajgie CIOMeH-XpaMa.
IlemeceT romuHa HaKOH CTpajama, 4. aBrycra 1991.
roguHe ocseheHm cy Tememy croMeH-xpaMa 1

KpUIITa, HAKOH 4Yera Cy ¥ MOIUTN Y Iy ITIOJI0XXEHE.

in Surmanci, Bivolje brdo, Kukaska gornja and
Kukaska donja, HadZibegov bunar and Gradina
in Hutovo, Jaso¢, Poplat, Golubinka and Rudine
in Prenj, Zvekalica in Opli¢ié¢i. The exhumated
bones of about 4,000 martyrs from 12 pits and
three execution sites (Morin otok, Orahov do and
Capljina) were washed, sunned and kept in the
Cultural Centre in Prebilovci until the memorial
temple was finished. Fifty years after perishing,
the foundations of the memorial temple and crypt
were consecrated on 4 August 1991 after which the

relics were laid into it.



Husame gyBaHa y [Ipe6unosumuma. Ha doTorpaduju
cy Jby6uiia BynyT (ujeBo), tbeHa Majka CaBa BymyT (y
Kpuiy je MrmatoBa khepka CBeTana), o mux cy Caja
1 Heda Uloute. Y nosaguHy ce Hanasdu CaBUH CyIIpyT
Xapxko. (M3Bop: Apxus CHJI , [Tpe6uioBiu")

Tobacco stringing at Zarko's household. In the photo
there are Ljubica Bulut (left), her mother Sava (in the lap
there is Ignjat's daughter Svetlana), next to them are Saja
and Nefa Soge. In the back there is Sava’s husband Zarko.
SND Prebilovcei Archives



doTorpaduja caHgyKa ca TIOCMPTHUM OCTal[MMa
Ipe6MIIOBAaYKMX XPTaBa HacTala HakoH eKcXyMaluje
u3 lllypmaHauke jame. CaH[IYIIM ca TIOCMPTHUM
octanummMma doTtorpaducanm cy ucrper JoMma KynType
,CBeTy Kparb MunyTun" y IpeburnoBimuMa HoBeM6pa
1990. roguHe

Photo of the chest with the remains of Prebilovci
victims after the exhumation from the Surmanci pit.
The chests with the remains were photographed in
front of the ,Holy King Milutin" Cultural Centar in
Prebilovci in November 1990






IIOMeH-XpaM ¥ KPMIITa Y M3rPaJEbyl ca Mo-
LITMMa My4eHMKa HICY CTajaly HY IyHY
rogyuiHy faHa. IlopylieHnu cy mo4eTKOM jyHa

1992. ronuHze. Hanme, jake XpBaTCKe CHare, cac-

TaBJ/beHe O PeryJIapHUX CHara Bojcke Pemybiike

Xpsarcke, XpBarckor Bujeha obpane u XOC-a

Cy y omepaumju mom KOSHUM MMEHOM ,Jarasm’,

8. jyHa 1992. roguHe, yllle y TOTOBO JICe/beHe

IIpebumoBue. V cemy cy ocTane camo ABUje CTapu-

ne, lparuma Meauh (64) xoja je onmax y6ujena n

Toma Jparunhesuh (90) xoja je omBeseHa y 3aTBOp

y Yanmuan 1 ympaa 1994. ronuse.

YuTaso ceno je Taja cua/beHo, a HapeJHMX
JaHa je IPUCTYI/beHO Pyllesmy KPUIITe M Xpama
y u3rpajmu. XpaM je IpBO LeBacTUPaH, a 3a-
TUM ¥ HEKOJMKO IIyTa MMHMPaH U IOPYIIeH, a
3a IOpaBHaBamke TepeHa aHTa)XOBaHe Cy U HeKe
rpaheBuncke dupme u3 XppaTcke. Ha mjecTy Ha
KOjeM ce Hajas)o XpaM ca KPUIITOM ¥ MOIITVIMA
MY4eHJKa, Y3 3Hame BIaCTH, HallpaB/beHa je me-

noHyja cMeha Koja je ykiaomeHa Tek 2002. roguHe.
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he memorial temple and crypt under
construction with the relics stood not for

a full year. They were knocked down in

early June 1992. Namely, strong Croation powers
comprising of regular powers of Croatian Armed
Forces, the Croatian Defense Council and HOS, in
operation under code name “Cagalj”, on 8 June 1992,
entered the almost abandoned Prebilovci. Only two
old women stayed, Draginja Medié¢ (64) who was
immediately killed and Gosa Dragiéevié¢ (90) who
was imprisoned in Capljina and who died in 1994.
The whole village was burnt and, on the next
days, they started knocking down the crypt and
temple under construction. First, the temple was
devastated and then mined several times before it
was knocked down and certain firms from Croatia
were engaged for the complete leveling. On the
terrain where the temple with crypt and the relics
was previously built, a landfill was formed, with
the knowledge of the authorities, which was re-

moved only in 2002. In the cemetery in Prebilovci
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Hag llypMaHauykKoM jaMOM
(U3Bop: ApxuB CH/T ,[Tpe6uoBiimn")

Over the Surmanacka pit
SND Prebilovci Archives




Ha npebnmoBauxom ceockoM rpobisy pasbujarmu cy
CIIOMEHWIV ¥ OTKOIIaBaHy IPOBOBY HAKOH Yera Cy
cIa/bMBaHa THjesla IIOKOjHMIKA.

V mcTMM akliMjaMa IOpyllIeHe Cy JBHUje
MocTapcke IpkBe, MaHacTup JXXuromucanh, kao
¥ TOTOBO CBY KyJATYPHO-MCTOPMjCKM CIIOMEHM-
umu y monmHM HepeTse, Koju cBjefode CPICKO
IIoCTOjame, jep je U caMa aKIyja IOKpPeHyTa C
IM/BEM 3aTMpPaEa CPICKOT CTAHOBHMIITBA Ha
O0BOM IIOZAPYYjy.

[ToHoBHa obHOBa IIpebuiaoBama movena je
1999. roguse. IlodeTak moc/hbefmeT rpahaHcKor
para y IIpebumoBnyma je LOIeKano HEellTo BUIIe
on, 200 xuTemka, a y IOC/HENHBUX LBAECET IIET
rozyHa y [IpebuiioBLe ce BpaTmio 65 CTAHOBHMKA,
OIHOCHO 26 nopoauna. CaMOMHUIIMjaTUBHO Cca-
KyIUbaEse MOIITHjy My4eHuKa y [IpebumoBuyma u
EBJIXOBO IIOXPAbVIBatbe ¥ 0OHOB/BEHM Ceocky Jlom
KyZIType U3BpIIeHo je 2007. 1 2008. roguHe, 2013.
Cy OCBeIlITaHM TeMeJb) HOBOT CIIOMeH-XpaMa ca
KPHMIITOM, a XpaM je oTBopeH 2015. rogyHe.

CpIICcKO HalMOHAIHO APyLITBO [IpebmmoBIy
n3 Beorpazia, Koje ce 6aBy m3ydaBarmeM, 4yBaBeM
" 06jenofamyBameM UCTIUHE O OBOM BEIUKOM
CTpaZaiy, IPBO Cce 06PaTMIO XPBATCKIM VIHCTH -
Tynujama Tpaxehu onrosopHe 3a 3noumHe. Kao
¥ Taj moKy1aj, 6e3 oArosopa je ocrana u Tyxba
npepnaTa Ty>xunamTsy bocHe u Xepierosuse.

Ha majcxom 3acujenamy CBeTor apxujepejc-

xor Cabopa Cpricke mpaBociaBHe Ipkse 2014.

the grave stones were destroyed and the graves
dug out after which the bodies of the dead were
put on fire.

Two churches in Mostar, Zitomisli¢ monastery
and almost all cultural-historical monuments in
valley of the river Neretva that witnessed Serbian
existence were knocked down in the same actions
because the very action was started with the aim
of the complete destruction of Serbian population
in the region.

The rebuilt of Prebilovci started in 1999. The
beginning of the last civil war was met by more
than 200 inhabitants in Prebilovci and in the last
fifteen years 65 people returned to Prebilovci,
i.e. 26 families. Self-initiative collecting of the
Prebilovci martyrs’ relics and their keeping in the
rebuilt village Cultural Centre occurred in 2007
and 2008 and the foundations of a new memorial
temple with crypt were consecrated in 2013. The
temple was opened in 2015.

Serbian National Society Prebilovci from
Belgrade, which deals with research, keeping the
memory and proclaiming the truth about the great
suffering, first addressed to Croatian institutions
looking for the responsible ones for the crimes.
It remained without any answer as well as with
lawsuit handed to the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

In the May session of the Bishops’ Council of
the Serbian Orthodox Church in 2014, a decision

OZJIY4€eHO je Aa HOBOMYYEeHMIV IPeOuUI0BaIKA
u ocTanu 6yny yspurTeHu y pen CBeTux Myde-
HUKa, a TpasHyjy ce 6. aBrycra (24. jyna) mox
HasysoM Ceeiliu myuenuyu IIpebunosauxu u ocianu
Xepuelosauku myuenuyugeg. Xpam je ocBeIlTaH 1 y
1era Ccy IoJIoJKeHe MyJYeHIIKe MOIITH 6. aBI'yCTa
2015. roguHe.

Onbop 3a mweropamwe TpaAuULyja 0cI060LM-
nauKux paroBa Braze Penybumke Cpricke, LOHMO
je omnyky 2024. ronuHe na 3nouuH HesasucHe
Jpixcase Xpeailicke nag Cpbuma y ITpebunosyuma
kog Yaiirpune 1941. 6yne yBpIUTEH y KaJeHLAp
Hcropujckux porahaja o pemybamaxor sHadaja.

was made that New Martyrs of Prebilovci and
others should be canonized as Holy Martyrs and
celebrated on 6 August (24 July). The temple was
consecrated and the martyred relics were laid in
it on 6 August 2015.

Committee for Cherishing Tradition of the
Liberation Wars, whichoperates as a part of the
Government of the Republic of Srpska, decidedin
2024 to include the Crime of the Independent
State of Croatia againstthe Serbs in Prebilovci
near Capljina in 1941 in the calendar of Historical

events of republic importance.
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AyTtopu msnoxbe mocebHe M3pase 3aXBaIHOCTU MCKa3yjy therosom IIpeocBeUITEHCTBY €IMCKONIY
3aXyMCKO-XePIerOBaYKOM ¥ IPMMOPCKOM I. IMMWUTPHjy, TaPOXMj/ Yall/bMHCKO] ¥ CBEIITeHMKY T.
Mapxky Tojaunhy, cTpyYHOM KOHCYATAaHTy Ha M3paly CTalHe U3I0XOeHe mocraBke I. MuieHKy
Jaxypm u CHJL ,,IIpe6unosuu-3uamen’, r. Ay Iparnhesuhy u 3asuuajuom yapysxersy ,,Oresumrre”
u3 [Ipebunosanga, r. Anexcu Oparnhesuhy u Mecnoj 3ajesumnim [Ipe6uaoBIy, 1 pele3eHTNMa CTALHE
msnox6bene nmocrtaske Myseja xxpTasa reHoumza oz HasusoMm ,,[Ipebunosuu 1941" npod. np Fopany
JaruuoBuhy u npod. ap Aparu Mactmnosuhy.

The authors express special gratitude to Bishop Dimitrije of Eparchy of Zahumlje, Hercegovina and
the Littoral, Capljina Parish and priest Marko Goja¢i¢, expert consultant of the permanent exhibition mr
Milenko Jahura and SND “Prebilovci-Znamen”, mr Aca Dragic¢evi¢ and Homeland Association “Ognjiste”
from Prebilovci, mr Aleksa Dragicevi¢ and Local community Prebilovci as well as the reviewers of the
Genocide Victims Museum permanent exhibition “Prebilovci 1941” prof. dr. Goran Latinovi¢ and prof.

dr. Draga Mastilovié.
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